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OK niK 

SOVEREIGN SRE/PF PRIORY 

1 OR THE 

•*D 0 M i -]S 1 0 fL + 0 F * 0 ft ft n Dfl ,*• 

POUNDED ON THE 

ENGLISH SYSTEM 0P TEMPLHRY 


A.D., 1876. 



K T 


Rituals of the Templar System in the 

Dominion of Canada. 



IVntOBKrOKl 111:11 IIIKS. 

1 ho iinst issue ol tho pH 11 ted copies of tlu* rituals 
>et oming exhausted* it. was iouud necessary to print new 
ones carefully re-arranging in a more explanatory man- 
nei the present issue and correcting the numerous typo- 
graphical errors and other mistakes that existed in the 
onndi avoiding any change in the ceremonial, not 
absolutely necessary. All the explanatory portion, is 
printed in Jfafirs to prevent confusion. 

These rituals are to be kept safely from the perusal 
ot all persons unconnected with The Order, as they are 
only intended for the guidance and use of Preceptors 
tint nors, who must use due caution in communicatin '' 1 
them and prevent copies being taken without the pt»r- 
mission ot the Supreme Grand Master. Excerpts may 
e made to teach the different ollicers their parts in 
he ceremonial, bit every care should be taken to avoid 
the possibility c ^authorized persons making an im- 
proper use of then b 

Origin of The Templar Degrees and the 
Ritual of the Sovereign Great 
Priory of Canada. 

Modern °r Masonic Templary originated from the 
High wade system of “ Free Masonry,” soon after 


IV INTRODUCTION. 

Speculative Masonry” had been introduced from Kn«»-- 
laiul, on the ( ontinent of Europe, where il was cnthu.u 

“l SH " “ 1>nre 00<fc of mWali, >- a "‘ 1 

,,..T he Hi S h degrees, as they arc culled, beili.r ||.c 
additions made lo the original “Craft" degrees of'th,,.,- 
nlative Masonry to all above that of “Master Mason" 

T1 "‘l 1 n" . , u°T l, '" tly iMdml . , ' d the “Koval Arch degree!" 
I i St High degrees were lirst promulgated about 174] 

Mod iavv l t ‘ ars . t ' al ' 1 Ikw— unknown be fere that period— and 
Modern lemplary arose at tin! same time from the sui>- 
posed conneetmn that had traditionally existed between 

ilders ‘oi th ' rr7 , m| l larK ‘" ,d the 0,(1 Christian 
1781 (Inn *1 I lsfer! \ ; I««t d was not until about 

sem e II or°10 V ° W, ' 1 ,1 \ G i. r0at e 1 IW ‘ ni “ a,1(1 Ireland 

any olebl vJ ‘“ arl "' r) . ,h;lt “»<*« degrees secured 
any oliu ml M.isonic recognition m connection with the 

degree ol the “iioyal Arch,” to represent (he C v a | . 

Iratermt.es ol the Middle Ages and provide for Christian 

were "aT first" "' ith ,hu Croft They 

u. der Cr I? \I d w any years a It'‘rwards, conferred 
" . itv C t' Y armntS Mffioient 

Masonry “ duWmet de S««» allied to Free 

The old rituals of the Templar Encampment, as 
..'.r l. U t < IV |' a < ‘ d ’ Kad but little uniformity, or any re- 
careh to show how the Masonic connection ori'dnated 
be.ng but the fabrication of Masonic .a.thulllh arrfed 

fancy. * S ° Bnpi ‘* su>, * s ’ the creation of their own 

The degrees of Masonic Tcmplary are not and never 
weie intended to represent the MiHlary features of the 
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INTRODUCTION. v 

Chirulnc Orders^ the causes which dM lin-rti ilia 
•"thttsijM.m of the ago whan the Order lVib 
V founded having long passed away. it is no longer u,». 

-ary lo perpetuate tho Military element. Norman Ihov 
l >0 c onsidered as in dnoot dosoont continuing tho order 
v! ( nisado.s, bn* moroly as an adaptation to Free 
Masonry, retaining tho military nanio and phrasoolnoo t,, 
ooniinomorato their origin and prosorvo tho Christian 
loaohmgs exemplified in I ho anoiont .eremoninl. Wo do 
not now light physioally against Inlidols, hut eonlend 
against Inlldolity, endeavoring to inouloalo niirli moral 
and Uiiisfan prino.ph.s by following tho symbolism ol 
tin baorod Myslorios tho prototypo of the old Templar 

1 ^ ITm ,h ’’ l,asls of ‘h« «*rly Masonio Symbol!. in 

then hiistiun character, having no direct or indirect 

i ’> T,!!Z r‘m Mod r rl * 8fW:nli * tiP; Mason rv in its nni- 

C ■ ,i ; ;! ' ou - h re,iimin S nmol, of the toaohin •> 

of tin- early Christian builder* Tho lfoyal Ar< h lemm'd 
has not tho slightest allusion to Tho Twnplar dodoes, 
jopiosonting an ago long anterior to tho Christian ora 
but being ho last, degree of Tho U„glish rite of Craft 
Masonry, l lie lemplar degrees follow.' 

jn1 ^'“ H . K - H - The I’rince of Wales, oonsonting 

V’n " ,< * au ' « mud Master of The T-oiaple 

and Malta m Crroat Britain and Ireland, under tho name 
Ol a Convent Cenoral” of tho United Orders, a com- 
mission was instituted of.mlluential and well-informed 
members to investigate the true history' of Masonic 
L cm pi ary, and to revise its nomenclature and rituals, re- 

f }) .jecti ng all mythical traditions not borne out by historic 

tacts-— their report was submitted in 1876— and the 

P mnrl ^ eomi .f V 1 Canad *» before the 

Grrand Council ol the (neat Priory, who having carefully 
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INTRODUCTION. 


.. 


examined it and made such alterations as they considered 
necessary lor the requirements of the Canadian Templar 
body, it was eonliimed and adopted unanimously by 
Great Priory, at Us Annual Convention, at Montreal, 
Province of Quebec, on the 11th October, 1878, and con- 
tinues the Authorized Ritual for the Sovereign Great 
Priory ol the Dominion. 

The conclave or meeting- is supposed to be a Chapter 
ot the Preceptory. and nut an “ liicampmenP" of Knights 
Femplar. hence the place of meeting’ is lilted up as a 
Chapel. The installation ol tin* ancient Knights Tem- 
plai, as also ol the Knights of Malta, took place in their 
Chapels. The Knights were never received in the field, 
but in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre at Jerusalem, 
•‘or its representative,’" the Chapels of the Order. The 
modern term “ Encampment” is rejected as incorrect and 
unwarranted by any authority, the ancient Templars 
were already Knights on their reception into The Order 
and we* only consecrated, but the Knights of St. John 
or Malta conferred on the candidate at his admission, the 
honor of Knighthood. 

The title “Sir Knight” commonly used in address- 
ing members, instead Ol “ Brother or Fra ter” is but a 
quaint Poetical license ol the olden time, to distinguish 
the occupation, such as “ Sir Monk,” “Sir Page,” &e., and 
should not be used; il is equally incorrect, to prelix “Sir” 
to the t hristian name, which implies a rank in the pre- 
rogative of the Sovereign alone; and is but a ridicnlow 
assumption of National dignities. 

A\ hen denoting a Member, as distinguishing the 
Femplar Prater from that of other societies, it was for- 
merly the practice, and should be continued, to affix a 
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cross to the signature of all members whew sign ini? as 
templars, with the addition of the contraction F. F$f 
for Fra ter or F rat res. 

1 lie ceremonial and system ol JVmphirv in the 
Dominion of Canada. following that of the Parent Bodv 
ol hngland and the Dritish Kmpirc, is eminenth orf/iodo.r 
Christian— -to which none are admitted but members of 
the Masonic body. who have attained tin* degree ol' the 
“ Koyal Arch, v and who profess themselves to be Trini- 
tarian Christians. 


1 he great mistake \\ hich has led to so much con- 
tusion, as to the true character of Templary, is mainly 
owing to not distinguishing between the “ Free Masonry'’' 
«*t to-day, and that Ironi which it is derived. 


The Tom pint degrees ref.-r to, and represent the con- 
nection that existed between the old Templar Order and 
the willy hc< lesiastical ( hristian builders, who, on sepa- 
lating lioni tin* ( .leisters becatm* associate(l with tin* 
building “Guilds” or “Sodalitcs’’ of the Western World, 
which round an outcome in the Non-sectarian Modern 
jVecitl alive Masonry, introduced by Anderson in the 
last century. 


Fio. % Wm if. B. MaoLkod Mookk, G.C.T., 


Prescott, Out, Canada, 
July, 1887. 


Supreme Grand Master , Order of 
The Temple in Canada. 
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f he Ritual of the Order of the Temple, 


UIHKK. 

/ he A/tui rfmt id is jitte 7 up w« a Chujxt op the Preerjik/ry f/imm\ The 
Altar m placed in tin Hurt on a thus, in the Maine f^itimi um that in Churches, 
’•n..' A orf, i and South ajaind the Had mull; on it are ), laced, a Wide open at 
the Uem)xl of St, John, Id Chapter, Terms / to .7, melwmw ; a black n o mm on 
three dep*, called the n'ossof Cat rail/. The Altarr rtandd hal'd a white carer, 
noth a reel paMsioii ccomm painted nr embroidered on it, irith Vhridian emblem- 
on de front Mule, an the annexed 

*R.XP£.& 

J he T receptor * chair is on the left of the Altar. The Chaplain on the 
•Tlhf * i*ttor* of rank with Pad of in cm to the rh/ht and left of the Prece/doe 
and Chaplain , on the Dais. 

[h? Countable, and Marshal are datinned in the "South- Went" am 1 
••A orthHed of the Chapel, respect irelip The Snb- Marshal in the Went, 
and the Standard Ilea re re a, little behind the Marshal and (loadable, and 
dionld net an stewards. The Captain of the Gmrrd !m placed mo um to ,p,ard (he 
manic entrance to the Chapel. 

iltar I ^ l,lHtrUV (Ul<i 'l' rmH,trer Mow the I)ai a to the rhjht and left of the 


Chapel 


1 he Member* are Heated in two linen on the Morth and South Side h of the 


l f OUM OF OPICIMINO, 



Jaciiaj 


Order,” by the Presidmj Preceptor when the Chapter informed. 


The Preceptor advances between the linen, and on reachina 1m dation 
.faces the Fratres , and saps : 


PRECEPTOR. — Brethren of The Temple, our Regis- 
trar received my instructions to convene a Chapter of 
the Preceptory. 


0PKN1NU. 


-Eminent Sir, wo attend in obedience 


CONSTABLE.- 
to your commands. 

I Jv LC liPT UK. See that the approaches arc guarded. 

MARSHAL.— Sub-Marshal, see that the Chapel is 
properly guarded. 


The Sab- Marshal, ticcompmiM by the Captain of (he Guard, irrorm&tu 
1,1 Ante-room, sms that dm the necessary arrangements are made, mid so ys 


SUB-MARSHAL [to Guard]. — Take heed that none 
approach the entrance to the Chapel, until further orders. 


/ 1 &fb- Marshal and Captain oj the Guard re-enter the Chapel, c/o.- 
the door. 1 he ( rip ta w, girmy the akmn innate, which in repeated by the Guar 
ontmde, by seven knocks, jire sloiA and two quick. 


tone 

y| 


SI B-MARSHAL [to the Marshal]. — All is secure. 

MARSHAL [to the Preceptor]. — Eminent Sir, the 
approaches are guarded. 

PRECEPTOR.— See that none but Fratres of The 
lemple are suffered to remain. 


nr^J z r" a ?L l ^ Tarttha, p <t***i*l % the Rub-Marshal, examine alt 
dnZ lt h U te ™ m( } m U the ^Itn and Word of a Crusader . The Countable goes 
doun the South column , and the Marshal the North, and anyone not personally 
known or vouched for an a Frater of The Order, is rey nested by the Sub- Mar- 
shal to temre to the Ante-room, pern ling enquiry or examination an the Preceptor 
may decide . All being in order the Constable says : 1 

CONSTABLE. — Eminent Sir, none are present but 
true Fratres of The Temple. 

PRECEPTOR. — Brother Registrar, call the roll of 
the Preceptory. 

r n, 1 ** ca, d^d by the Registrar, and the Fratres present renpouit. 

I he u cord Brother or b rater is used throughout the Ritual, instead of “ Sir 
H night, being m accordance with ancient usage. 


Every frater and officer when called on duty, rises and salutes, and also 
wy report. The penal sign is always added to the salute, which is 

ftn.P Mi //wiizM'i'W/Ti Hi/i si ...nJ. jI. i . : 


wtl-- • ~ also 

7 j ”, v , ” '7 x ™ ,/ ” V U ,V w wuwuyo CIV VU MIC {SUbUOC, WfUCH, IS 

made by lowering the hand with the arm stretched out, sword pointing to the 
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If rented, the sword i x in the sca/ihard. On rising, and ir/an if in not 
draw,,. *U* m'Me is *hen made l,y jdarin;/ the right hand on the heart and hoir. 
in;/ the head, after the fienal siyn is given. 

REGISTRAR. — Eminent Sir, f have called the roll, 
and record the attendance. 

PRECEPTOR. — Brethren, let us deposit our arms at 
the foot ol the ^Toss, and pray to Clod to send Mis Holy 
Grace amongst us. 

hack Fritter drntvs his stpord and lays if on the floor pointinj toirnrds 
the At . and then imtmuts the. Reverential Siyn, The Chaplain prays. This 
Siyn is ..aeays made darkly prayers. 

CHAPLAIN". — “Let ns Pray. Merciful Redeemer ol 
perishing mankind, who hast promised that Thou 
would’st be in the midst of those assembled in thy Holy 
Name, look upon us, Thy humble servants, with an eye 
of tender compassion, and so direct us, that all our labors 
may he begun, continued, and ended in love to Thee, 
affection to our companions, protection to the distressed! 
and obedience to our Order. Amen.” 

PRECEPTOR. — Brother Marshal, the situation of 
the Captain of the Guard ? 

MARSHAL. — -Within the entrance of the Preceptory 
to see that the sentinels are regularly placed at the out- 
posts, that the Preceptory may be secure and safely 
guarded, without as well as within. 

PRECEPTOR.— Let him resume his arms and duty. 

Captain of the Guard takes up his m-ord, salutes, and takes his place, 

PRECEPTOR.— Brother Knight Constable, the 
situation of the Sub-Marshal ? 

CONSTABLE. — In the West, Eminent Sir, to assist 
the Constable and Marshal in the performance of our 
rites and ceremonies. 



AM 




ife 


OPENING 


PRECEPT! >K. — Let him resume his arms and duty 
(Done.) 

PRECEPTOR. Brother Knight Marshal, your situ- 
ation in the Prefeeptory ? ' 

MARSHAL. — In the “North-West” Angle of the 
I reeeptory, to see that all communications from the Pre- 
siding I receptor and Constable are obeyed in the North 
Column. 

(ihJ; RECEPT01, Resume your arms and duty. 

I RECEPTOR. — Ejother Knight Constable, your 
situation and duty ? y 

CONSTABLE.— In the South-West' Angle of the 
I reeeptory, to receive reports from the Marshal and for- 
ward them without delay to the Presiding Preceptor, 
and see that the Knights are arranged under their re- 
spective Banners. 

PRECEPTOR.' — Are they so arranged ? 

f r CONSTABLE.-— To the best of my knowledge, 

they are, Eminent Sir. 

PBKCEPTO®,— Resume your arms and duty. 
(1 tone.) Where is the Eminent Preceptor placed and his 
duty . Reft!// from a Preceptor , if present, or 

CONSTABLE.— At Head-quarters in the East, to 
open the 1 leceptujy in form, and issue his commands 
oi its regulation, and to close it when he may deem 
convenient. J 

i PRECEPTOR. Brother Knights resume your arms 
and stand to order. (All do so) 

7V/p Fraters take. up their s word* and point, them vertical Ip upward*, then 


n 


0 




s 


V 




duty. 

situ- 

F the 
s Pre* 
North 

duty. 

your 

the 
l for* 
ptor. 
r re* 

ulge, 

iuty. 
I his 

t, to 
an ds 
leem 

irms 


0 


c 


OPENING. ,, 

{fT i,( f. ir,lt * f " «»d cross the left hand orer it. Thin mode of 

Stand tmj to Order mw an appeal to the Deit;/, assnawd at the time of the 
Lrnmdw, by tlte Aniy/tth/ Companions of the Cross, to attest the siueerih, of 
Uteir projessums, and shoal, I on/;/ he made at the most solemn portions of the 
ee reman;/, ’ 

PRECEPTOR. — Exhorting you Brethren, to bear 
always in mind, the solemn and Sacred ties by which 
we are hound to r \ he ( )rder, and to one another, I now in 
the name ol the three Scriptural offices of “Christ our 
Prophet,” “ Christ our Priest,” and “Christ our King,” 
declare this Chapter ol the Pern pie to be duly constituted 
toi tin* transaction ol such business as may be brought 
regularly before it, for the honor and advancement of 
The Order of The Temple and dory of the Cross. 

C0NS1 ABLE. — Fra t res, salute our Eminent Pre- 
ceptor. (Done.) 

1 1 it tt the 1 , ■ raptor ononnees the words oj the three Scriptnnd offices, 
a t snhde at each sentence, and when the Constable directs the, Precei tor to he 
sa luted, all J allow his crumple, with their swords ; the Chaplains with, their 
/Kinds. / he J rece/.tor returns the salute. 

PRECEPTOR. — Be seated Brethren. 

Swords returned to their scabbards. Alarm i/iren by Sub- Marshal, live 
ina wo knocks, and repeated from the outside h>/ Guard , to announce that the 
Chapter ts o/jrn. 


FOUR OF CLOMNO A CHAPTER. 

PRECEPTOR.— Brother Registrar, have you any 
other business to bring before the Chapter ? 

REGISTRAR. — I have no other business, Eminent 
Sir. 

PRECEPTOR. — Brethren, have you aught to pro- 
pose for the advancement of the dory of the Cross, or 


<, then 


" 1 ('LOSING 

i'or the Honour oi‘ t he Order ? 

There heinj no reply. 

(M 7“^ Fmtres, we may now Hose our 

( luipler. lor praise be to God, all is well, and God grant 

increased^ S ° l 01UllUU ‘ ? sllul i ootilw «s may be every day 

Stand up, Fratres, and listen to the 
precepts ol our Order. 

Ail utmtd up noth the Reverential .An pi. 

... CHA) i«AlN. — Lor#, honor, and Tear (rod- walk 
alior Has commandinoiits; maintain and defend the 

0 n oXr* a, R h ’ |"** 1 the honor, dignity, and interests of 

' ' \r \ J <> 7" 7 >' our Sovereign, dutiful to the 

1 yhster, and obedient to those who rule over you 

deed ' (ZV *° * -' USt lllld ", word Cl 

deed (mono wtlling cause of offence to any but 

wlule opposing wrong and injustice, deport yourselves 
courteously, gently and affably. Assist the distressed 
the widow, and the fatherless. Eschew all debasing 
employment, recreation, and company ; abhor pride and 
haughtiness; and, waging war with selfishness, raise 
the standard of chivalrous honor, and strive for the wel- 
fare ol your Brethren. 

, , ns P ra y f° r °« r Sovereign, our 

Grant^ Master, and our Brethren. 

I In- Chaplain then read x the J'ol/oivin / jirai/er. 

rpL_ OHAl-LAm.— Almighty God, who has appointed 
A fvant V ictoria, our Queen, to he Sovereign of these 
rea ms, we humbly beseech Thee to grant her Thy grate 
that she may rule the people by Thee committed to he,- 
charge with wisdom, justice, and godliness. Defend her 
against her enemies ; bless her reign with pc act and 
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hereafter bring her to Thy glory in the life to come. 

We beseech 1 bee to bless and preserve Our Grand 
Master, and to enable him rightly and diligently to dis- 
charge the duties of his office. Enable him through the 
dangeis and temptations ol lilt* to be faithful unto death, 
as a true soldier and servant of Christ onr Saviour. 

And finally, we implore Thy mercy lbr the Brethren 
and associates of this Order of the Tern pie, >hat Thou 
would’st give each of us, in his respective station and 
calhng, grace to serve Thee in righteousness and <»*odlv 
fear Amen. 


Ahm should'kow he collect, if, the (’Lapaiu rending the folk tmi / nit 
neii/i ',1 jroin, Strip Hire, riz.: 

Dent., rh. 13, r. 11. 

1st Thu., eh. t ; , <r*. | 7 to /g. 
luf John, ok 3, v. 17. 

Prov., eh. ID, v. 17. 

PA, -V, v. 1. 

Peels. , rh. 11, v. 1. 


PRECEPTOR. — hratres, before we part, let us renew 
our vows not improperly to make known any of the 
transactions of the Precoptory at this meeting. 

The Preceptor takes his sword hey the Made and holds out the crossdrilt 
towards the I nitres as they pass hi procession Inf ore him; each in succession 

11 -T i?° a lt> ****> " 1 vow -” The *™<>r officers next in 
, >„k to the l testdrng I receptor ( another Preceptor not being present ) come last, 
and after he has taken the vow receives the sword from the Presiding Preceptor 
and holds the hilt towards him, who placing his right hand upon' it, sans “/ 
thus am l im imve * h * HU ' 0,yi ba '' k wain. The Prat, res resume their sta- 

PRECEPTOR. — To order, Kratres. 

Swords drawn as on opening. 


tt name of the Holy and 

tV/’ii ' y^ e d Trinity, and the three Scriptural offices of 
Um«t our Prophet,” “ Christ our Priest,” “ Christ our 
Ring, I now close this Chapter of the Order of the 
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CLOSING. 


Temple. 

rtrfr ,Ut lln "' n '""' M -0 

( , CHAPLAIN— May the blessing of our Hoavei.lv 

w pon ,,s ' and remHin " i,h ns - ««a 

eeptor° NSTABLli ~ FmtleR ’ ‘ Sillutu om ‘ IV- 

Thin being done, the Arch of Steel i» formed, 

CONST ABltE.— Fratre#, form the Areli of Steel. 

S' a r M w *- mU «—"* % 

front t "I fTCTi - 7 "' 

' Am *&»«* «*« /tat’c /<// //« Chapel, Both at Om trim, aid r£!!™ ,J 

ZJc TrTjS* inlr ' :,lme ' L ' mh * °'^n 
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Formula of Inception into The Templar 

Order, 

Tempter 1 a ' Order of The Knight s 

”*>£**** **r«l to enter, and also give Sn an om^- 
:,JioL SStSSr* * C °”S°™ i ’« <** to ~J2 re. 

distinct parts. In the FIRST PART th» a J; /• , mt0 Inttbti 

an,! "dmitted to Je^e f NOVICp TF™ r p' n f a, a Pil 0 rim 
Chapel of the Precentor,, 'Ph.Ai** . apartment represents the 
( n Qhl 11 r J [he. Altar, having in addition to the. Bible and 

^%^^XT n ’ and m “ ,tand ’ M ™ ,h * D ”- • 

sxsafesS 

1toS adMmmi ****** *- «*— « 

siSySfSrA'K r^ss 


PART I.-THE NOVICE. 

The Guard gives the alarm, 5 & 2. 

CAPTAIN OF THE GUARD [reports to Marshall.— 
Ihere is an alarm at the out-post. J 

aRSHAi.. — Freter Sub-Marshal ascertain the 
cause of the alarm. 
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PART r. 


— • «: and ,w " * <*«■ *> 
CAPTATN. — Who goes there ? 

GUARD — A Soldier of The Temple. 

< ’APT A IN. — The cause of the Alarm ? 

S?*"TWtti!S 

my retunI AIN ~ Hand « h ' S petition > a « d >et him wait 

repeats the cammmka^n^Ou tfaani '**” 1 “” rf Aa ” rf * '* 10 t/l ' i,anhat «*< 

MARSHAL.— Eminent Sir, a worthy Pilorim who 
to' 1 prefe“an e hnmbt a fetit 1 ion Ur h ° U8e ’ permission 

PRECEPTOR.— Hand me the petition 

Whkh U dme b y the Sub. Marshal and examined by the Preceptor. 

A B ^ R ^.9 E P T0R r“® ret . hre ». this is a petition from 

tofhesIr ceoiMh 0 r av, " s re , s °u V ? d t0 dedioate 
•Ik , the Cross ’ and being deeply impressed 

Orr£r the eX fi te f char ‘ ,cter and noble purpose P of our 

of The Temnl/ ^fh ^ en . roIled under the Banners 
y* le ™P ]e - With the assistance of the officers of 

statteST^ ’A haVe . «W iwd iuto his ehara“er and 
may be \ oAhete™ t0 be 111 Passion [or not as the case 
. e \ ot the necessary qualifications for the class of 
Novice in our Order. Is it your pleasure that I shonlH 
order him to he admitted to our Dresenee that mav 
interrogate h.m in open Chapter as to his profess^ 
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part i. U 

and motives in seeking enrolment into our Order ' 1 

conjure you at the same time that if you know mrelit 
objectionable in his character you will at once declare it 

There being no objection. 

PRECEPTOR. Let the Pilgrim be conducted to 
our presence. 

The bub- Marshall proceed s to the Ante-room * that thv AV/iW™ • 
properly prepared, amt then conduct* him into the presence of the Chapter 

PRECEPTOR— Worthy Pilgrim, we are disposed 
to grant the prayer ot your petition, but you have, as 
yet, seen the outward lorm only of our Order, and mav 
conclude that you will be well off with us. You know 
not the interior and rigorous maxims by which we are 
bound. Is it then, of your own free will, and with due 
deliberation, that you come forward to devote yourself 
to the service of the Temple ? y 

ANSWER. — It is, Eminent Sir. 

PRECEPTOR.— Worthy Pilgrim, having thus 
sought refuge in our Preceptory, and desired to be ad- 
mitted to the privileges of our Order, let me ask you 
what recommendation do you bring ? 

ANS— The Reverential Sign and Word, 
the Show the Sign, and communicate 

This being done. 

r PRECEPTOR. Welcome, in the name of Jehovah 
I now demand of you, on whom in the hour of danger 
do you rely? 

ANS. — On God. 

PRECEPTOR.— And, In whom do you put your 
trust for Eternal Salvation ? > P y 


m part I. 

A-NS. — In our Blessed Saviour .Jesus Christ. 

PRECEPTOR, — Well pleased am I to lind your 
r aith so well founded, and I recognize you as one well 
fitted to belong to our Fraternity, Listen then, to a 
short history of the origin of the Temple Order. 

u * hoH hiat P rical amount is now read or ejnken by the. Constable or other 
')jtice Hearer , or d may be. deferred until the done, of the Ceremony. 

historical sketch. 

“ The Ancient Religious and Military Order of Knights Templar, was 
founded at Jerusalem in the beginning of the 12th Century, A. I). 11 IK 
ft ri .°.. Ject *.? v e , ;e, tho l J<‘ience °f the Holy Sepulchre and the protection oi' 
Chnstian 1 lignins against the Saracens and Turk*, who profaned the Holy 

“ fulfilled* 0 a,U derU ° d tI,e Sac f ed Mysteries in the places where they were 


,l t.. I . , ... ,, . . ...» V HI fuiCSUDC, TO 

Judge the World. This increased the Pilgrimages to that country, and 
they were considered in the highest degree meri.oiious, and even absolutely 
nccossary. 

“The foundation of the Templar Order, grew out of these cireum- 
| stances, beginning, in the first instance, with a small number of- the Hone- 
dictine Order of Monks, who resided in Monasteries at Jerusalem, near the 
■ sacred places, ami were principally employed as nurses in the hospitals 
attached to the religious houses, for the care of the sick ami worn-out Pil- 
, & nniS visiting the Holy Land. These Monks partook largely of the Mili- 
tary smut of the times, and became ‘ Monk Soldiers,’ for the defence of the 
Sepulchre and the Pilgrims. 

„ c. *! ? wo Va,iu A‘ t Kn , i * ht . 8 ' H "g° de P *g a,lis or Payens,’ anil • Geoffrey do 
fu , ® ni ? r or P^or, seeing the dreadful miseries and cruelties inflictod by 
the barbanan ‘infidels’ upon the Christian Pilgrims, while travelling to the 
„ “°.*y P™ ,e f m lalestine, first conceived the idea of forming a Military Re 
„ which should give shelter and succour to the wandering 

« v • 1 ui anS ‘i -J, y "'. erp J on, ° l1 in their benevolent design by six other noble 
«I fr Ulg J 8 , , loaders. For nine years, with persevering ardor 

« . evoted themselves to the cause, during which time many generous 

Pilgrims and Crusaders supplied them with money and means, and ‘Hugo 
Count de Provence, admiring their disinterested deeds, desired to have his 
name enrolled as the ninth orimnal member of The Ord«r which b-d h ^ 
“come known as ‘The Poor Fkllow Soldiers of Jesus Christ ’ ‘ Poor 
Soldiers of The Temple of Solomon,’ afterwards abbreviated to ‘Tem- 
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" H.AH8,’ tho latter appellation, to the fact that theii 'Home' was dose to 
“the ‘Temple Church,’ built near the fomida-tiou of the Ancient Temple of 
“ Solomon. 

“ l’°pe Honorina ii., at the instance of St. Bernard, and at tin rwinest 
“ot Baldwin ii. Kmg of Jerusalem, commanded ‘Hugo dc Paycns’and the 
■ other members, to obtain continuation of their design to Conn a Military 
“Order, at the Council of Pielates, at Troyes, in France, which assembled on 
“ the 18th January, 1 i‘28. At this assembly the regulations of the Templars 
were drawn un and adopted, which in reality created the Military Order, 
then composed of nine Knights only. These' rules gave them the right to 
“ wear tho white mantle and tho cromq until then, i.e. nine yeurs, they had 
only the dress of the secular clergy, with no cross, single or double 

‘As they grew in usefulness and Military renown, their members wcie 
“largely increased, and their following swelled hy all ranks and classes of 
“ society, who Hocked to the Standard of the Cioss, and they became, by ihc 
‘aid of Baldwin ii. King of Jerusalem, not only a most efficient sale-guard 
to t lie (Jii is t mi i Pilgrims, hut it most formidable bulwark against all aggies- 
‘sorsof the Christian faith ; such was the origin of The Order ol Knights 
“Templar.” * 

Should there be other Anpirantn for Inception present, the historical 
sketch can be deferred until the end of the ceremony, or to a more convenient 
time. 

PRECEPTOR. — I shall now proceed to put further 
questions to you, which I trust you will answer with 
eandour. Do you profess the doctrine of the •• Holy and 
Undivided Trinity.” 

ANS. — I do. Eminent Sir. 

ff thin in not annicere.il in the. afnnativ the A.pinmt inmt be. reyrteJ. 

PRECEPTOR. — Are you willing* to promise 
obedience to the lawful commands of your immediate 
superior in office ? 

ANS. — I am, Eminent Sir. 

PRECEPTOR. — Wash your hands then in that basin, 
representing the Molten sea,^ in testimony of the pure 
intentions with which you come amongst us, as was 
done by our forefathers when they most solemnly asserted 
their innocence of any offence. 
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h nt rod weed ^ A * pm ‘ nt f " dn[1 th ‘ Approvin'* mime m»>, 


i RECEl'l OR.— Approach, kneel at the Altar, and 
place your hands on the Holy Gospels. To order 
Brethren (Done.) 

OH A PL AIM. —Let us pray. Merciful Lo^d of 
Heaven and Earth, Who hast inclined the heart of this 
I hy servant to dedicate the remainder of his life to Thv 
Holy service. W r e beseech Thee, that he may constantly 
adhere to this pious resolution, that he may heartily de- 
test the sins of his former life, and may henceforward 
with a hrm resolution shun all occasions of olfendim** 
Thee, O Great Emmanuel. Amen. 

PRECEPTOR [to the Aspirant). — Yon will now re- 
peat after me the vow of secresy, but as no one shall be 
permitted to enter into any engagement until he has first 
become acquainted with the particulars of the covenant 
listen attentively to the vow you are about to take upon 
yourself before the assembly of the Brethren in order to 
become one of our number. 

o. b. 


% 


“ I, A. B., in the presence of the Holy and Undivided 
^ Trinity, do hereby solemnly promise and swear, that I 
will ever conceal the Secrets of or belonging to the 
t P r ^ er °f the Temple, which -did now or hereafter may 
“ be communicated to me, and that I will not reveal any 
of them or any part thereof, as such, unless it be to a 
“ lawful brother of the Order, whom I shall know to be 
“ such from my own certain and personal knowledge, or 
' *om the personal vouching of a well-known ■ and 
“ trusted brother of the Order. That I will henceforth 
“ consider myself an enlisted Soldier of the Cross under 
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“ the banners of the Temple, and obey the lawful com* 
mands of my immediate superior. To these several 
“points I promise and swear fidelity, under th » penalty 

“ of h Hi- s s a — , and m- h— s 

“ o— , and p u a p — o- s ■, a a w irning 

“ to all traitors. So help me, O Christ Emma ael 

He. kisses the Holy Qospeht once. 

PRECEPTOR. — You may now rise 

The Aspirant stands at the foot of the Dais, facing the Prere] *mr. The 
Brethren seat themselves. 

PRECEPTOR [to the Aspirant]. — Accordi to the 
ancient Canons of the Ord r, Aspirants are req ed to 
serve a Novitiate. We nov receive you as a No ioe of 
the Temple, and if you acquit yourself in a mam cor- 
responding to your professions, and having aequ ed a 
more intimate knowledge of our Order, should y de- 
sire to become a professional member thereof, we ave 
it in our power to abridge the term of your prob ion, 
you seeking it, and we finding you worthy. 

PRECEPTOR. — Let the ovice be divested of his 
Pilgrim's habit, and assume the garb of a soldier of the 
Cross. 

The Sub- Marshal takes off the Pilgn t’s habit and arms him progres- 
sively with Breastplate, Shield, Helmet and word, whilst the Chaplain reads, 
Ephesians ch. vi. , vs. 10 to IS inclusive. If he armour is not properly made, 
it i dll be better merely to show it, as each section is read, but the Svxyrd must, 
be, buckled on over the Tunic. 

CHAPLAIN. — Finally, my Brethren, be strong in 
the Lord and the power of Hrs might. Put on the 
whole armour of God, that you may be able to stand 
against the wiles of the devil, for we wrestle not against 
flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of the world, 


’ 
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against spiritual wickedness in high places ; Wherefore 
take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be 
able to stand in the evil day, and having done all, to 
stand. Stand therefore, having your loins girt about 
with trut h and having on the Breastplate of righteousness ; 

/. Here, the Pilgrim's robe, is taken off. \ and the Breastplate hackled mi, 
oner which is placed the. white, tunic. 

And your feet shod with the preparation of the Gospel 
of peace ; 

S. Here remove, the. Pilgrim's Sandals, and re-place boots. 

Above all, taking the Shield of faith, wherewith you may 
be able to quench the fiery darts of the wicked. 

d. Here place the Shield upon the, arm. 

And take the Helmet of salvation, and the Sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God. 

4. The Helmet is placed on the head, and the Sword buckled on. 

PRECEPTOR. — Being armed as a Soldier of the 
Cross, I will now entrust you with the Modes of Recog- 
nition, when you will be at liberty to retire ; but I must 
first require of you to make these professions which 
your predecessors have always made, on being admitted 
to the Order. You will, therefore, repeat after me, suit- 
ing the action to the words, that is, by drawing the 
sword out of the scabbard, and holding it aloft, and then 
returning it. 

First. — I draw My Sword in defence of our Holy 
Christian Faith, my Sovereign and my Country.” 

Draws, <lr. 

Second. — “ 1 draw My Sword in defence of all 
Knights Templar, and of those near and dear to them.” 

Draws, <ic. 
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Third. — I draw My Sword in defence of innocent 
maidens, destitute widows, and helpless orphans, to 
whose appeal for succour or for bread, I will not turn a 
deaf ear.” (Draws, Sfc.) 

The Novlse is then instructed in. the ordinaMi pass-words an l viz.: 

the Reverential Sign and Word ; the Crusaders Sign and Word, and in the 
Manner of Salute* ; and of Standing to Order. 

lit retires, having first sainted the Preceptor, and then the Brethren . 
He mag return, clothed as a “Novice,” that is, with a White tunic or cassock, 
and is armed with a crom-hiUed sword, the armour being laid aside. He is 
thus prepared for the Installation Ceremony of a Knight Templar. 

In giving the instruction, St. Matthew Chap, xevri., verses $.1-35 may be 

read. 

* EXPLANATION OF MOLTEN SEA, REFERRED TO IN PAGE 13. 

*Thc: Molten Sea of Solomon, so called from its great sizu, took the 
place of the lavers of the tabernacle (Exod. xxx., vs. 18-21), which was re- 
quired for the ablutions of the Priests, before they entered the Tabernacle. 
It was called “ Molten” because it was made of brass, poured when in a state 
of fusion into a mould. 



END OF PART I. 

OK THE 

NOVITIATE CEREMONY. 
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Installation.— Part II. 

«■«*'• He is introduced % Me sL-MarsLT, '” ° 


FOK9IULA. 

The Guard gives the alarm, 5 & 2. 

CAPTAIN OF THE GUARD [reports to Marshal] — 
There is an alarm at the out- post. - J * 

MARSHAL. — Frater Sub-Marshal ascertain the 
cause of the alarm. 

— rfc htitaiuhZT^tktj^™™ aMl ‘ he ®*** *■ 
CAPTAIN. — Who goes there ? 

GUARD. A Soldier of The Temple. 

CAPTAIN. — The cause of the Alarm ? 

... GUARD.— A#, a Novice of the Temple attached to 
this Preceptory, craves permission to prefer in person, an 
hnmble petition before the Fratres in Chapter assembled. 

CAPTAIN.— I shall report his request; let him 
await my return. 

//fi cW the door, and the Sub- Marshal addressing the Marshal, says - 

SUB-MARSHAL. — A.B., a Novice of the Temple. &c. 

MARSHAL— Eminent Sir, Novice A. B„ of this 

I nmtJi i° r ^ 1 .f. rav< j® permission to prefer in person, an 
humble petition beio.e the Fratres in Chapter assembled. 

PRECEPTOR. — Fratres, Brother A.B., is favorably 
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known to us, and having zealously performed his duties 
as a Novice, he is entitled to our fraternal consideration. 
Frater Marshal, admit the Novice to our presence. 

The, Sab- Marsh'll lead* in the Novice , who on tntering crosses his arms 
on hi* br.aiit, an I stun linj before the Preceptor , say# : 

NOVICE — Eminent Sir, I am come before you and 
the Knights, and in the face of Heaven, pray and beseech 
you to admit me into your society, and allow me to par- 
ticipate in the good deeds of the order, as one who will 
faithfully serve it through his life long. ^ 

PRECEPTOR. — Brother Novice, although our order 
is not now subject to physical hardships and trials as of 
old, yet our moral regime is rigorously imposed, and 
what may now appear to you a venial fault, is consider- 
ed by us as of serious magnitude. Have you, then, well 
and seriously considered the duties and self-denial to 
which you wish to be called, for you are desirous of a 
great matter ? 

NOVICE. — I have, Eminent Sir. 

PRECEPTOR. — You may retire, while we consider 
your petition. 

Sub- Marsha! then conducts him back to the Ante-room. 

PRECEPTOR. — Brother Registrar, do you certify 
that Brother A.B ., has complied with all the regulations 
of the Order, and this Preceptor y ? 

REGISTRAR.— I do, Eminent Sir. 

PRECEPTOR. — Sir Knights, are any of you pre- 
pared to answer for the Aspirant ? 

Two Knights, his proposer and seconder, or their representatives, rise 
and. salute the Preceptor, and the Senior Kniyht says : 

“Eminent Sir, we answer for him, that he will be a 
true Knight and a faithful Soldier of The Temple.” 
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4 K PEE 9 EPT0R — fratws of The Temple, our Brother 
4' ,» having complied with the regulations of The ' 

a ?- d ° f thl ‘ S ?T ece P t01 T» possesses the necessary 
qualifications, and his Sponsors are true and trustv 
Knights. But, Fratres, I most solemnly conjure you, 
i lmt if any of you know aught of the Aspirant on 

KoTZ of tk t he r n " 0t la ' vM1 y become a professed 
tight of The Temple, he will now declare it. 

mV 0, ‘ iec,io "’ the **M>«*m m«,t h nm, 

PRECEPTOR.— Are you willing to admit this man 
as a Knight of our Order ? 

1 he Fratres stand up, salute the Preceptor, and alt say : 

BRETHREN.— “Let him be brought in, in Hod’s 
name.’ 

('he Brethren haring seated themselves. 

PRECEPTOR. Let the Sponsors conduct the Aspi- 
rant to our presence. 

the «* ,r '< *>"<- 


I I. EOEPTOR [to the Aspirant]. — Do you persist in 
your desire to become a professed Knight of the Temple ? 

NOTICE. — I do, Eminent Sir. 

PRECEPTOR. — It is proper that you should now 
receive some account of the perils which, in former 
times, the Knights were subjected, as the irrevocable 
Vow which you will take, binds you to follow their 
gionous footsteps with unshaken fidelity, should you 
ever be placed in similar circumstances. You will 
listen attentively to a second Historical lecture. 

.1 second historical account is now read or spoken by the Marshal nr other 
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Office Bearer , or it way be deferred until the clone of the Ceremony , at the din- 
rretion of the Eminent Presiding Preceptor. 

SECOND HISTORICAL SKETCH. 

‘Ash Novice Esquire you have already been informed of the histon 
and nature of the Society in its earliest stages. You have yet to learn the 
“ dire catastrophe which befel it about two centuries after its formation in 
1 alestine. During this period it Nourished greatly, and had been of essential 
service in the cause of religion. Yet, strange to say, their overthrow was to 
“be e fleeted by men professing the same faith, but actuated by the base 
“motives of possessing themselves of the treasures of the Order. To this 
“effect Philip the Fair, King of France, and Pope Clement 5th, in the year 
“ 1307, entered into an unholy league, binding themselves tfTdestioy the 
“ illustrious Order. On the night of the 10th of October of that year, when 
‘‘ Dj 0 Grand Master and his Knights were reposing in confidence in the 
“ Christian Capital of Paris, they were seized in the house of the temple there, 
“ and at bleak of day the whole of the Knights lhioughout the Province of 
' France were arrested and thrown into piison. Many were put to the 
torture, to force them to confess crimes of which they were innocent, and 
“ those who survived the rack were condemned to pine in prison for years, 
“ w’ithont aid in their cause, and with scarcely sustenance sufficient to support 
“existence. 

“ At length they were led out in bands, at one time fifty together, and 
“ were burnt to death upon fagots. The Grand Master, Jacques de Molai, 
w itb four ol liis Priors, were the last victims of this relentless persecution, 
“after remaining marly seven years in prison. These illustrious Brethren 
were on the 13th of March, 1313, led out for execution before the Cathedral 
*4 Paris and burnt alive before the assembled citizens, the glorious Martyrs 
“of a glorious Order. 

<t “ Thus perished, after an existence of nearly two hundred years, The 
Order of the Temple, which was dissolved and ultimately stripped of its 
privileges and possessions. Some entered the Monasteries, others married 
“ and retired into secular life ; many fled into Spain and Portugal, uniting 
•' with and creating a similar Order, called ‘ The Order of Christ,’ which ex 
isted until 18o4, when it was suppressed ; others joined the Order of St. 

; John of Jerusalem, subsequently known as Knights of Malta, where in 
* England and Scotland the lands and Lordships of the Templars had been 
’conferred. In Scotland they became known as the combined Orders of St. 
John and The Temple, thus the individuality of the Templar oecame for- 
gotten, whilst the name of St. John of Jerusalem of Knights of Malta was 
“continued up to the time of the Reformation ; and from this source we 
' derive our Templar existence. The combined Orders in Scotland, when they 
surrendered their rights and privileges to the Crown, were absorbed in the 
“ ratiKs of eivil life and scattered over Europe.” 
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PRECEPTOR. — Having learned something of our 
Order, approach Brother, while I address you. 

The Sponsors conduct him to the Altar, an l then stand below the Dais. 

PRECEPTOR. — As both we and you might sutler 
inconvenience from what you have, mayhap concealed 
from us, place your right hand on the Holy Gospels, and 
answer truly the questions I shall put to you. Do 
you belong to any other order or society hostile to the 
Order of the Temple? 

NOVICE — I do not, Eminent Sir. 

PRECEPTOR— Do you solemnly promise never to 
join any order or society, to the prejudice or injury of 
our Order ? \ 

NOVICE. — I do, Eminent Sir. 

PRECEPTOR. — Do you solemnly promise to main- 
tain and defend to the utmost of your power the honor, 
dignity and interests of our Order ? 

NOVICE — I do, Eminent Sir. 

PRECEPTOR. — Are you ready to follow out your 
profession in the face of every difficulty and discourage- 
ment ? 

NOVICE. — With Gfod’s assistance I am. Eminent 
Sir. 

PRECEPTOR. — Kiss the Holy Gospel 

Which having been done. 

PRECEPTOR. — Dear Brother, having thus answer- 
ed, and having declared your intention to follow out 
your profession in the face of every difficulty and dis- 
couragement, praying that the Almighty wili assist you 
and keep you stedfast ; I am now ready, with the assist- 
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ance of these Fratres present, to administer to you the 
Vow of profession. Under the altered circumstances of 
the Order, some of the clauses oi the ancient Vow are 
now properly omitted. Kneel on both knees. 

The. A ft] fir ant kneel » on both knee h. 

PRECEPTOR. — Good and dear Brethren, stand up, 
and let us pray God to grant to the Brother before us, 
the Grace of Fidelity and Perseverance to the fulfilment 
of the Vow he is now about to take, that he may ever 
remain amongst us a true and faithful soldier of the 
Cross. 

The Brethren etanil, icith Reverential #iyn. 

^ CHAPLAIN. — Mercilul Bedecmer ol Heaven and 
Earth, look down, we beseech T hee, on this Chapter of 
Thy servants, and impart Thy Holy Spirit to the 
Aspirant now before Thee, that he m^y be a good and 
faithful Soldier in Thy service, and be "worthy of Thy 
acceptance and Salvation. Fratres. — Amen. 

PRECEPTOR. — To order, Fratres. 

PRECEPTOR [to the Aspirant]. — Place your hands 
upon the Holy Gospels, whilst I repeat the’ clauses of 
our Vow, which you wdll alterw 7 ards repeat, clause bv 
clause. 

o. B. 

“ In the Name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, 
“ our God, I A.B., freely and solemnly promise to dedi- 
cate myself io the Pellow' Soldiery of the Temple, by 
‘ w r hich vow I declare my firm and unchangeable reso- 
“ lution. 

“ That I will oppose infidelity and unbelief, by ex- 
“ ample, virtue, good w T orks, and good advice, and will 
“ fight with the sword, in defence of the Cross, against 
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“ all infidels and unbelievers, who attack the Cross with 
“ the sword. 

That I will not shed in anger the blood of a brother 
“ of the Temple, unless it be in the just wars of Sover- 
“eign Princes and States, but will on the contrary, 
' defend him to the utmost of my power, whenever his 
“life or his honor be in danger, and I will prefer him 
“ always and everywhere, to any not connected with the 
“ Fellow-Soldiery of the Temple, my own dear kindred 
“ excepted. 

“ That I will uphold and maintain the statutes and 
I regulations of the G-reat Priory, and be obedient to the 
“ lawful commands of the Grand Master, and of my 
“superiors in the Order* the interests of my Sovereign 
and my Country being in no way compromised. 

“ Finally I faill employ my sword, strength and life 
• in the cause, defence, honor and fame of the Christian 
“ faith, mv Sovereign and my Country, the Order of the 
“ Temple and its Fellow Soldiers. 

“ All of which I now, before the Knights present, 
| do solemnly vow, with the assistance of God, to per- 
“ form, and do distinctly affirm and profess as mv vow, 
“ which vow I am now ready to ratify, and to sign in the 
“ Register of the Preceptory.” 

Aspirant kisses th e Gospels ones, but rcm'iins on his knees, r rhs Knights 
lower the points of their swords, 

CHAPLAIN.- — We acknowledge you as the servant 
of the poor and sick, and as having devoted yourself to 
the defence of Christ crucified. 

NOYICE. — -I acknowledge myself as such. 

CHAPLAIN. — The Lord receive thee into the num- 
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ber of the faithful, and whilst we His unworthy ser- 
vants receive thee with our prayers, grant thee His grace 
to do well with the will to persevere therein, and bring 
thee to the happiness of Eternal Life, through the merits 
of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Fratres neat thmmelve*. 

PRECEPTOR. — You may now rise. 

The Aspirant rises awl stands below the dais facing the l* receptor. 

PRECEPTOR. — You will now attend to a portion 
of Scripture which the Chaplain will read. 

Chaplain cauls Revelation, Ch. ii, v. 17. 

He that hath an ear, let him heal what the Spirit saitli unto the 
churches ; To him that overconieth will I give to eat of the hidden manna, 
and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which 
no man knoweth saving lie that rceeiveth it. 

Matthew, Ch. i, v 28. 

Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and 
they shall call his name Emmanuel ; which, being interpreted, is, God with 
us. 

PRECEPTOR.— Formerly, by the terms of the vow, 
every Knight had to subscribe to his vow with his blood. 
The blood was obtained from an incision in the left arm 
made in the form of a cross, which served as a perpetual 
mark to indicate the Knights of the Temple, and he was 
required to write his name on the mystical stone before 
he could obtain the sacred word it enshrined. 

One of the small white memorial stones on the Altar is now presented to 
him, and the name on the slip of parchment shown, which refers to the white 
stone, the perfect AsMxvr emblematical of Christ in all his purity and blessed- 
ness. 

PRECEPTOR. — We are not now about to put you 
to that painful proof, and we dispense with the ancient 
custom, further, than to require you to moisten this pen, 
now handed to you, with your lips — the saliva from 
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* h it ’Si"® " ,, ', l,l r l the b !><ly-nnd t» your initials 
i the st oik , w hich you will taro fully preserve as a 

Th^T? a i Hat V 11 ha 'n been udmitt(,(l «* a Knight of 
Tlu, lein pi o. \ mi will now subscribe your name to the 

\<»v\ in the usual manner in the Register of the Pre- 
ceptor)?* your sponsors signing also as witnesses. 

H hich bein'/ don k the followin'.! explanation in given. 

lb K( bPi ( )R. — The white stone is derived from the 
dine o! the dream of Jacob, Oh. 28 Genesis, v. 11 to 20 
also Genesis, Oh 31, v . 44 to 49. The word Tillar is 

LTTi"'* *!?* W0, ' d stolle ' a,!d is subsequently 
" sed b ?, .* teh «';ew_ « a memorial of the event, and is 
used all through the Scriptures from Genesis to Reve- 

a merao V al 9 fGod'* appearing to Jacob, 
and also to His covenant wilh him. The small white 
stone represents from its purity the Boll (character) of 
the order, and tracing the name upon it indicates the 
permanency of the contract that the protestations and 
appeals to God should be registered in the most perma- 
nent and indelible manner on some marble, rook or Pil- 
lar, in allusion to Job, Ch. xix, v. 21, “ that they were 
giaven with an iron pen and lead, in tin* rock forever.” 

(pure Pl’lOK [to thy Sponsors] — Affix the knightly 

J)unnn the. CeremoM of aficin / the- Spurn, the 

w • CHAPLAIN or PRECEPTOR reads -Receive these 
kmghtly spuis in memorial of the zeal and activity with 
which thou art henceforth to be guided in the per- 
formance ot thy duties, and as the unruly and dis- 
obedient horse fears their stroke, so must thou dread to 

nSr°t m th L k,t c w . ,d % vnw - lest by indolence or 
unlaitntulness thou be lgnominiously degraded. 
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PRECEPTOR.— Let. tin 1 Aspirant approach. 

Him minor* lead him to Urn foot of the l tain. The Preceptor stands in 
front of the Altar. 

PRECEPTOR. — Kneel on your right knee. 

He knee's on hi s right knee , and crosses hi* arm s on hi s format. 

PRECEPTOR. — To order, Fra t res, 

Vhe. Preceptor drawing hi s meant, tags it upon the top of tax head, and 

tit it; a f 

hi the Name of the Father, and of the Son. and of 
the Holy Ghost ” 

t'hen placing the su-ord on the. left shoulder, my h : 

“To the honor of the Fraternity.” 

Then placing it on the rigid shoulder, sags : 

“ By virtue of the power in me vested, I declare you 
to be a Brother and Knioiit ok the Temple# 

Rise Brother and Knight, A.H., and receive a 
hearty welcome into the bosom of an Order that will be 
ever ready to assist you in all your lawful undertakings. 

J h( Frati es salute the newly installed Jirother and, then seat themselves, 

Here the phi vat* instructions are given, the Chaplain reading Isaiah 
Lit. 8, v. 1, 2 and 3. 

Moreover, the Lord said unto me, Take thee a great roll, and write in 
it with a man’s pen concerning Maher-shalal hash baz. 

And I took unto me faithful witnesses to record. Uriah the priest, and 
Zechanah the son of Jeberechiah 

And I went unto the prophetess ; and she conceived, and hare a son : 
then said the Lord to me, Call his name Maher-shalal-hash-baz. 

Isaiah, Oh. 50, v. 0. 

I gave my hack to the smiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked 
oil the hair ; I hid not my face trom shame and spitting. 

Matthew, Ch. 5, v. 39. 

But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil : but whosoever shall smite 
thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also. 
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PKBOBITO^ 0 " may now retire and prepare 
) oniwli for the solemn ceremony of your “ Oonaecratiou ” 
as a Brother and Knight of the Temple. 

A>, /W """' " W ,h "‘ »"■ ,,-M !,■„ 


END OF PART II. 
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CHAPLAIN. — 0 blessed and glorious Immanuel 

Discing “IV 116 Cr ° SS ’ the Banner ill,d Badge of Thy 
hr ® 1 Pl<-s enable our approved Brother cheerfully to eni- 

let him U ,m?h„ er ’ T* 11 ^u® his ? ot to snffer as a Christian, 
'Imu ^ but rejoice that he is called to 
111 ll H liame ,Th°u, who for our sakes did’st endure 

* a. £*S ‘' chris,M ” *- -* 


* JU i*art inj 

the cross and despise the shame ; let the example of Tliv 
lot e and patience prevail against the Iwsmblmgs of his 
heart. May no terrors shake his conscience* En<C 
him with a steadfast mmd, and true conrace and make 

Amen y ® a " d MthM Soldior & life’s end. 

St P'te ,- ; C’hu/h ,7, !-«,« ,to ,7 m- 

PRECEPTOR. — Raise the covering. Brother. 

Here the Veil is taken off the. Skull b ; , Penitent. 

PRECEPTOR.— You have now before you the 
earthly remains of man. Learn humility therefrom Is 

mtonF t Bm’ d, l t i h0U art and Ullt0 dust SKM 

, ; P "*‘ ”) that cr oss surrounded by the twelve 

lights behold the emblems of your Saviour and ht 
twelve Apostles. By t He termer ^ commemorate the 
>-- -" d h: ^ dshl iw to which our Brethren of old were 
subjected, and which you in your passage from life to 
death must pass through. By the latter, that new life 

taith Vh'ich^ik a !tf ln a ,,y J? el ' evin f> "I Him, and that 
maittaTn ’ k he Apostl<is ’ y° u ,10w undertake to 

Marshalf C1 PW rt [t ° ° W ° f th r Spo,lsors or ‘he Sub- 
iviarsnalj. Place the emblems of morta ity in his ritrht 

hand and one of the lights in his left. 

Which having been done. 

PRECEPTOR [to the Penitent Knight).— Let the 
emblems of life and death remind you of the uncertainty 
ol your earthly existence and exhort you to be prepared 
for the closing hours of your mortal life, mentally invok- 
ing the blessing of the Holy and Undivided Trinity on 
your undertaking, and keeping your eyes fixed on the 
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emblems of life and mortality figuratively perform a 
year ol penance by walking slowly round the Chapel. 

Thin is done once as directed, one Sponsor precedin'! him and holdin / hi* 
snxarl hilt upwards. A solemn dir.je should he pla;/ed or chanted, He stops 
at the West and. faces the East. 


- PRECEPTOR [to the Penitent]. — Stretch out youi 
right hand and repeat after me : 


“If ever I willfully violate any part of any of my 
obligations by which I have bound myself to The Order 
of the Temple and its Brethren, may the spirit which 
once animated this skull rise up and testify against me 
at the last great day.” 

PRECEPTOR [to Penitent]. — Stretch out your left 
hand and repeat after me : 


“ As the traitor, Judas Iscariot, was erased from the 
numbers of the Apostles for betraying his Lord and 
Master, so may my light be thus extinguished (he here 
blows out the light) if ever I prove unfaithful to my vows 
or to the cause of the Cross which I have espoused ” 

The shut Land taper are replaced by the Sub- Marshal, and the Knh/hts 
seat themselces. Pen itent's attention is directed towards the Se.jndchre. 

PRECEPTOR - — The Cross and these Lights are em- 
blematical of our Saviour and His Apostles The three 
corner Lights represent the favorite Apostles, Peter, 
James and John. The taper extinguished by you is em- 
blematical of him who betrayed his Lord and Master. 

^ on may now light the taper ( which having been done) 
— so may our Saviour lift upon you the light of His 
countenance, and keep you from falling. The Skull, the 
emblem of mortality, is placed at the foot of the Cross, 
these collectively remind us of the place called Gfolgotha, 
unto which “ Simon of Cyrene ” was constrained to bear 
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the cross on which our Saviour was crucified. li also 
reminds us ol the fate o t a traitor who was admitted into 
our Illustrious Order.' He violated his obligations bv 
betraying- his trust to the infidels ; they, although Ihev 
profited bv the treason, despised the traitor, and caused 
his head to be struck off which they sent in a charger 
o the Grand Master ot the Templars, who ordered it to 
b0 placed on a pinnacle, spire or spear, the skull to be 
sawn asunder and the brains exposed to the scorchino- 
rays of the sun, as a warning to all others. It is in af- 
tusnui to this circumstance that the Penal Sign had its 
» anc 1 iei 1 lt <loom of a11 tr aitors. The “Lamb,” 

the ‘Dove, and the “Cock ” are used as symbols by the 

t jrder The iirst is emblematic of the Paschal Lamb, 
sxain irom the foundation of the world. The “Love” 
of the Almighty Comforter which descended in a bodily 
shape on Christ at His baptism. The “ Cock ” as 
monitor ; for as by his crowing he heralds the morning, 
so let it at that still hour call to our remembrance our 
duties, and remind us to ask thus early for assistance to 
perform them throughout the coming day. May we 
ever welcome that sound as the friendly caution, and not 
uu e occasion to fear it as a periodical memento of a 
broken vow. 


PRECEPTOR. — Approach . 


n 01 ^'Marshal remove the black robe and then contl.net 

fiel emternt to the step oj the Dais, in front of the Preceptor, on which he ktteels 
and t he tj stand behind him, one on each side, so that he man be seen bv the 
Brethren. I he 1 receptor now takes the Mantle of the Order from the iltar 
and showing the ml cross thereon, sags : 1 


I ’RECEPTOR—: Do you believe, my Brother; that 
thia is the symbol ot that Holy Cross on which Jesus 
l nnst died for our sms ? 
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PENITENT. — Yea, 1 verily believe it. 

PRECEPTOR. — It is also the $ sign of our Order which 
we command you constantly to wear. 

The Preceptor then thrown the. Mantle, over the left shoulder of the. /’(in- 
tent, no that the crone lien on the hr cant, and says : 

PRECEPTOR.- — Take this sign in the name of the 
Holy and Undivided Trinity, for the increase of faith, 
the defence of the Christian name, and for the service of 
the poor. We place this cross upon your breast, my 
Brother, that you may love it with all your heart, and 
may your right hand ever fight for its defence and for its 
preservation. ^ 

The Preceptor then thrmys the remainder oj the Mantle over the right 
shoulder of the Penitent, awl fasten* it around his neck, and says : 

PRECEPTOR. — Receive this Mantle of pure white, 
the livery of this Holy Order, ennobled with the red cross 
of our Redeemer, by whose power thou mayest overcome 
thy spiritual enemies ; and being in this temporal war- 
fare victorious, mayest through Him obtain eternal and 
triumphant joy. 1 bestow' on you the “Coif of the 
Order” {placing the hood oner the Penitent's head) and admit 
you to the fellowship of the Soldiery of Christ. 

PENITENT.— So be it. 

PRECEPTOR — You may now rise. 

The Penitent stands below the Dais. 

PRECEPTOR. — Gird on the Sw ord. 

The Sword and belt are taken from the A Itar. 

PRECEPTOR. — Receive this Sw'ord of the Order, 
and gird it upon thy thigh. May it alwmys in thine 
hand prevail against the enemies of the Cross, fight for 
the Church of God, and defend the Faith of Christ, 
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whose sworn champion thou art 

PRECEPTOR.— Kneel 
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for ever to the services of the Tem r Cate /? u I10vv ilnd 
of the Grand Master and all the " p'-’.ti, and j 11 f* 16 " !, me 
and with the consent of these' ° the 0r( ler, 
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de Pa yens ” and the other Knightly founders of The 
Templar Order. ( Drinks ) 

Second Li ration. — I drink to the memory of 
“Jacques de Molai ’ and the other Martyrs of The Order 
who sealed their faith with their blood. ( Drinks ) 

1 II IRD Li ration. — I drink to the pious memory of 
all those Valiant Knights who have shed their blood 
under the Banner of the Cross. (Drinks.) 

Fourth Li ration. — I drink to all Knights Templar 
wheresoever dispersed over the face of the earth and 
waters. (Drinks.) 

The Preceptor takes the hands of the Penitent Kniy/d into his own, and 
helping him to rise, sat/s : 

PRECEPTC )R. — Dear Brother, You may now rise. 
Bro. Sub-Marshal you will open the Sacred Triangle to 
receive our newly installed Knight. 

The triangle is opened at the angle of the Cork. 

PRECEPTOR. — Brother in arms, thus we open our 
Preeeptory and receive you into the Order. You see 
displayed the emblem of the Crucifixion of our Saviour, 
which opened the first day of man’s redemption, There- 
fore at the installation of every Knight of the Temple 
we publicly, acknowledge Faith in Jesus Christ as the 
only way open for man’s salvation ; and in the name of 
the Grand Master and of the Brethren of the Temple, I 
welcome you amongst us as a professed Knight of the 
Order. Let it be your constant care to prove yourself 
worthy of the confidence reposed in you, and may the 
Almighty give you strength and power to peform your 
duties.— -Every Knight of the Temple was required to 
wear, night and day, a small girdle; this is not now 
required, but we give you this Ring of Profession in the 


\ * 
ft 


J~1 




•JU 

PART III. 

with 

literally “God will, holy W e . D '7 Sai "‘o Amour ”' 
I o, y & °d,” and the red Lw, % S r ‘ w ? will love the 

tor*** ^««S**sa*fe 

Salv^^^h^^^^'^^^'^'which the^'G 1 ' Tr this “Star,” 
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commit to memory the terms of your Vow and solemn 
promises, by v\ Inch you are henceforward bound to tin* 
Older and its Brethren. Now take vour place amongst 
us. * & 

The . ub-Mirrshal conduct* the new Knight to hi* Hall , and then pro 
claims the new knight. 1 

SUB-MARSHAL. — Be it known that Frater A. B. 
has been this day consecrated and installed a Knight of the 
Religious and Military Order of The Temple. Long life, 
honor and prosperity to our newly installed Knight and 
Brother, A. B., to our Most Lminent and Supreme Grand ’ 
Master, and to all Knightly Fratres of the Order, and I 
call upon all F rat res, to salute our newly installed 
Brother Knight. 

All stand up and salute the new Knhjht. The new Knhjht then stand* 
up, draw* hi* sword, and salutes Jirst the Presiding Preceptor, and then each 
column, commencing with the South. 

i > . ,/ Th< ’ If 3 P * a, ? u > ,ln Jl then he read by the Chaplain, or i * chanted hi/ the 
hiethren, after which the Lord * Prayer is repeated by all. During the Psalm 
and / rayer all stand and lower the point * of their swords to the ground. 

PRECjlPTOR. — Be seated, Brethren. 

PRECEPTOR. — I shall now communicate the modes 
ol recognition, and repeat all the signs and words for 
your information. 

See private instructions for a Preceptor. The Preceptor may here , or at 

denT C f TT »?**<* of the history of The, Templars after the 

rath of Jactjnes deMoku, the last Grand Master , and dispersing of the 
i der, until it* later Masonic revival 

THIRD HISTORICAL SKETCH. 

1st r<£ S fm C l l °JL th x P > 0rder cnn now be read or ma v he deferred (with the 
^dinp Preceptor ^ ° ** e convenient time, at the, discretion of the Pre - 

,,,,, The origin and object of the old Religious and Military Order of the 
letnplars of the Crusades being a matter of history, it is unnecessary to re- 
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‘ Builders, hut hail no reference to Speculative .Masonry of the 1717 revival. 

“ Alter the conference ol ** W ilhelmsbad ” the Rite of strict observance 
■gradually declined ami subsequently died out altogether. 

( i he introduction ol the Templar system was strongly opposed l>v the 

‘t raft in England as a glaring innovation on cosmopolitan Speculative 
Masonry, and it was not until about 1780 I hat Templary obtained anv 
official l ccognition in the Masonic, body, for the purpose of *r<ssieii t i 1 1 fr its 

original basis loundeu on the Cliristian faith, ami to preserve its Christian 
“character hilt the ceremonial of these degrees Iras no reference to Specula- 
tive Masonry, its history dearly showing there never could have been any 
“connection between them, the one being always Trinitarian Christian, the 
pother professing since the revival the doctrines of Theism and a ..Universal 
“ Creed. Neither are these Templar degrees intended to represdTt the Mili- 
tary element ol the ancient Order, only retaining the name Mh.itauy to 
■ denote their origin, ! be causes which called forth the enthusiastic military 
^ spirit of the age when the Order was founded, having long passed mvav, it 
^ is not necessary or advisable in its Masonic connection to perpetuate tin* 

‘ military character. Although in the course of evolution it has gradually 
| assumed, like many other degrees, a Masonic character — it is only Masonry 
“ in the sense — that none hut Masons are admitted. Careful historic investi- 
gation shows that after tlie suppression of The Order of The Temple lium- 
Jhers of the persecuted members sought refuge in the Order of St. John of 
( Jerusalem, and their peculiar doctrines and usages were transferred and per- 
“ petuated in tlie Scottish branch of the combined Orders of St. John and the 
“Temple. At the Reformation they embraced the Protestant faith, repudi- 
‘ atmg the authority of the head quarters of the Order at Malta, and merged 
^ into the ranks of civil life. From this source our knowledge of the. eliiv- 
.'ilne Orders is principally derived and become known, although publielv 
lost sight of amongst the revolutionary changes in religion and polities 
which from time to time have disturbed the peace of the Christian world. 

“True Templary, as exemplified in the rituals used in the British Empire 
J s purely trinitarian Christian, and in no way a part of Universal Masonry, 
•-< r, '-I' 1 the circumstance of these degrees being revived by the Masonic 
<< It enthusiastic masonic degree manufacturers supposed them to he of 
(( Mascmic origin, fabricating them into Masonie “Military” degrees, without 
^est historical authority for doing so, and different countries took 
different views of the supposed connection. 

“ Templary then in Great Britain, Ireland and Canada, following the 
principles of the Ancient Order, is eminently Trinitarian Christian, and 
must ever remain separate degrees from the Craft., for although Free Masonry 
' * docs not teach anything inconsistent with the Christian faith, its Universal 
“ Creed debars it from a ( loser connection than that of alliance. 
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END OF PART III. 

THE CONSECRATION OF A KNIOHT 

CONCLUSION OF THE CEREMONIAL. 
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The Degree of Malta in connection with the 
Templar System of Canada. 


IINYllUDirCTOBV NOTES. 


“The degree of Malta, in connection with the 
Templar system, is intended to commemorate the 
amalgamation of the dispersed members of the old 
( hh alric Templars, at the dissolution of their order in 
the 14th Century, with that of ‘Saint John of Jerusalem ’ 
known afterwards as Knights of Malta.” 

n the Encampments, as they were called, of the old 
Masonic Templar system, until the year 1853, the Templar 
and Malta degrees were combined, but a revision of the 
statutes of the then ( rand Conclave of England was 
made, and the degree of Malta aliogetherexcluded. 

In 1862,^ the ( rand Conclave again formally revised 
ihe “Malta” degree; but as a separate one, instead of 
being combined with the Templar, adopting, with some 
alteration, the Scottish “Melita” ritual, which had been 
in use there >i a lumber of years. A further revision 
was made in 1866, with additional modes of recognition 
which now constitutes the ritual of Malta in the United 
Orders. 

The committee of the Great Priory of Canada, ap- 
pomted in mi, to prepare and report upon a uniform 
ritual for the Dominion, considered it advisable to con- 
dense and simpli y it, and the present one having been 
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Rubric of Malta Degree. 

This degree follows the Templar, as no one can be admitted, who has 
not taken that degree. 

The ceremony takes place in the same apartment, the arrangements 
boing similar, having in addition five small Banners or Shields on Pules, and 
two tables, one below the Dais in the East, the other in the West towards the 
centre of the room. 

From the entrance door at intervals towards tho East, the five Banners 
are placed in rests. The 1st nearest the door, White, with the word “Pales- 
tine, 1099 ” and tho letter B written upon it ; 2nd — Red, having upon it 
“Cyprus, 1287 ” and the letter L; 3rd— Black, having upon it “ Rhode s 
1810 ” and letter D ; 4th— Purple, having upon it ‘ Candia 1528" and letter 
R ; 5th- somewhere near the table below the Dais, Gold Colored, with the 
word “ Malta, 1580 ” and the letter A. 

These Banners are during the ceremony of a reception, guarded by Sen- 
tinels — selected as occasion requires from the members present — who stand in 
line opposite each Banner, leaving a passage for the postulant to pass between 
them. 

When there are not a sufficient uumber of Brethren present to act as 
sentinels to each, one sentinel will be sufficient, who can move from Banner 
to Banner as the pass-words are given. 

The table below the Dais should have a RED Cover, in the centre of 
which is painted or worked a white figure, representing the upper portion or 
transverse limb of a Passion Cross, with lines drawn upon it meeting in the 
centre, on which the swords are laid. 
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2. A ladder of five rounds, with one of the following letters on each 
round : B, L t D, R, A ; and a speaking trumpet. 

3. A human hand and viper. 

saltire ^ ^ human skull cloven, . with a *two handed sword and spear in 

WEST TABLE. 


On the Altar of the Dais is placed a Testament open at the Gospel of 
St. John, on which is laid a sword and cross, a small salver with a goblet of 
water, and two or three small pieces of bread. [Note. — An electro-plated 

* The ancient Knights were aimed with spear, sword and battle axe, or a 
mace. The sword was long, broad, and double-edged, with cross-guard at 
hut principally used on foot when dismounted, and wielded with both hands. 
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salver and cup, with the bread in a folded napkin, should be used.] A wax 
tapei, together with the black Mantle of Malta, and the Jewel or Cross of 
white enamel attached to a black watered ribbon for investiture, is also on the 
Altar. * 

The officers of the Priory or Commandery correspond with those of the 
l'receptory. 

1. — Emt. Prior corresponds to Presiding Preceptor. 

2. — Capt. General corresponds to .Constable. 

3. — 1st Lt. Commander corresponds to . Marshal. 

4. — 2nd Lt. Commander corresponds to Sub-Marshal. 

5. — 3id Lt. Commander corresponds to 1st Banner Bearer. 

6. — Capt. of Out-Pists corresponds to .Capt. of Guard. 

The Chaplain, Registrar, Treasurer, Standard Bearer and Guards, etc., etc., 
are the same in both degrees. 

Three officers, however, are quite sufficient to perform the ceremony of 
a reception, (with the assistance from any of the Fratres present), viz.: the 
Emt. Prior or Commander as Celebrant, the Chaplain and Capt. of Out-Posts. 

When the Priory or Commandery is opened, the Emt. Prior and Chap- 
lain arc on the Dais at the light and left of the Altar, as in the Templar de- 
gree. The Cant. General and three Lieutenant Commanders are seated at the 
sides of the table below the Dais, the Capt. of Out-Posts in the West near the 
door of entrance, and tho rest of the members along the North and South sides 
of the stall. 

If there are a sufficient number of members present, 8 sit or stand at the 
table in the West to represent the Grand Prior or Bailiffs of each Language 
as members of the Council. All the officers should wear the Black Mantle 
with eight pointed white Cross upon the left breast, and may also wear (with 
the exception of the Chaplain) a red tunic, with the white equal limbed plain 
cross over the breast* as also the bo ret or cap, called in French mllott, to re- 
present the ancient coif or hood — red, with a white fur band (imitation ermine) 
having the cross of Malta embroidered in front. [Note— The Chaplain wears 
the same costume as in Templar degree.] Fratres of Malta, being also Tem- 
plars, may appear in the white mantle and costume of the Templar, but 
wearing the Jewel (cross) of Malta. 



There are two Banners used in the Degree, one the Treat standard of 
the ancient Order of St. John of Jerusalem — rea with the plain equal limbed 
white cross, on the centre of which is the Holy Lamb and the following letters 
on each of the four quarters, F. E. R. T., the initials of the Latin words 



* The Hag now used by the Merchant Marine Service of 
Malta is “per pale” — Gules — (red), and Argent — (white), the 
colors of the Order of St. John. 
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“ Fortitudo Ejus Rhodium Tcnuit,” “ His courage saved Rhodes.” The othei 
Banner, black, with the eight pointed white cross, the badge of Malta, having 
aii escutcheon of pretence of the arms of St. John. These Banners are placed 
one on each side of the Dais steps.* 
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Ritual of Malta, 


OPfiNINti T1IE PRIORY OR COMMANDERY. 

Emt. Prior having taken his seat on the Dais, says : 

Worthy Captain General, what is the first and most 
essential care of the Brethren in the degree of Malta, 
when assembled in Council ? 

CAPT. GEN. — To see, Eminent Sir, that our brethren 
in arms are protected from all the opposers of the Gospel 
of fallen man. 

EMT. PRIOR — Worthy Senior Lieut.-Commander, 
do your duty and see that the Priory is properly guarded. 

Tin 1st IAeut. -Commander (joes to the door with the Capt. of Outposts, 
(did ( fives thirteen knocks (12 and 1 ) repeated outside by the Guard. He then 
returns to his place and reports. 

1st LIEUT.-COM. — Eminent Prior, all is properly 
guarded. 

EM. PRIOR — Worthy Captain General, what is 
your next duty ? 

CAPT. GEN. — To see that every Christian W arrior 
present proves himself a legitimate Soldier of the Cross 
and Brother of our Order. 

EM. PRIOR.— See that they be so ? 

The Captain General and 1st Lieut. -Commander, assisted by the other 
two Lieutenants, take the North and South line of Brethren, ami receive from 
each Brother present the sign and word, viz.: — By placing both hands to the 
mouth, as if speaking through a trumpet, “Do you come in peace ?” Reply, 
“ We come, itt peace. Rejoinder, “ Then come in peace.” Returning to their 
places, the Capt. General reports to the Eminent Prior. 

CAPT. GEN. — Eminent Prior, the Companion War- 
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Jhe Guard knocks twelve and one (13). The Capt. of Outposts goes to 
the door and opens it receiving from the Guard his report, accompanied by the 
Crusader s * i, V He then directs the Postulant to wait until report is made to 
the Eminent Prior. Jhe Capt. of Outposts, re-entering, closes the door and 
reports to the Eminent Prior. 

CAPT. OP OUTPOSTS. — Eminent Prior, Frater 
A.B., of the Order of Knights Templar, stands without, 
soliciting to be admitted to the Degree of The Mediter- 
l ,H lea . n ^ ass ’ to ena ble him in safety to undertake a 
Pilgrimage to the Holy Sepulchre. He prays also, if 
tound worthy, to be enrolled a member of the Ancient 
Order of St. John of Jerusalem. 

KM. PKIOR. — Worthy Capt. of the Outposts, far be 
it irom us to interpose any obstacle to the fulfilment of 
his pious purpose. Can you, Frater, vouch that he is 
worthy and m possession of the S. and W. of a Crusader ? 

CAPT. Ob OUTPOSTS. — I can, Eminent Prior. 

CM. 1 1JOR (to assembled Brethren). — Is it your 
pleasure, Fratres, that our Frater Templar A.B. be elected 
a member of our Order ? {AH hold up their hands in token 
of assent). I declare Frater A. B., of the Order of the 
Lem pie, elected a member of our Priory of Malta. 
Brother Capt. of Outposts, you will admit him, and you 
Brother 1st Lient.-Commander will conduct the Templar 
to our presence. 

The 1st Lieut. - Commander , accompanying the Capt. of Outposts, goes to 
the entrance and admits the. Postulant habited as a Templar , and without 
further ceremony conducts him to the foot of the Dais. 
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recognition are founded. Our Chaplain will inaugurate 
the ceremony by reading the twenty-second to twenty- 
fifth verses, and a portion of the twenty-eighth chapter. 

The Chaplain also reads the first six verses of this chapter. 

KM. 1 RI( )R (to Postulant). — Brother, it was cus- 
tomary for the Knightly Soldiers of the Crusades, 
previous to their departure to the Holy Land, to prepare 
themselves by a general confession and reception of the 
Holy Eucharist, receiving the blessing or benediction of 
the ( hurch. m allusion to this sacred ordinance, but to 
avoid the semblance of irreverence, we commemorate it, 
by substituting water, to remind us also of the extreme 
perils, suffering and destitution encountered by our Pil- 
grim Brethren of old when on their way to the Holy 
City, who could only procure the bare necessaries of life 
at the sword point. 

A Salver is here presented by the Chaplain upon which stands a >■ up of 
water and two or three small pieces of bread. 

KM. PRIOR. — You will now receive bread from 
i *ie point of the sword and water from its blade. 

1 he Eminent Prior here takes a piece of bread with the point of his sword 
and presents it towards him, which he takes and eats. The Prior then pre- 
sents the cup of water with his left hand, the bottom of it supported by the blade 
°J #word. The ' ostulant takes if in his hand and drinks. The cup is then 
replaced on the salver. The Chaplain says : 

CHAPLAIN. — May you be ever kept steadfast in 
your solemn professions, and blessed in your praise- 
worthy occupations, and be able to bear up manfully 
against all hardships and trials through this pilgrimage 
of life, as did our Brethren of old. 

WM Pp U >p mi.:., «► 

i x uciuluiil;.*— xiiis ceremony consti- 

tutes the degree of the Mediterranean Pass or i .night of 
Ht. Paul, and is the preliminary one to that of Knight of 
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MEDITERRANEAN PASS 


The Sign, “Hold 


Malta. I he modes of recognition are • 
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- r , c . aIled , th f Melita Siprn. It varies slightly in some 
I isdictions, but all are based upon the same incidents # 

1 he 1 — vv is p_. G vv M the 

ancient name ot the Island ot Malta. 

The, Postulant and fun conductor retire to the A nte -room. 

END OF mediterranean pass decree. 
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degree. 


« a i'o of modern origin, 
Vlasonic system, which 
ties. 


Reception into the Degree of Malta, 


r,, h Eminent Prior taken Ms seat at the head of the. table, below the Dais, 
with 'he. lire 'f Officers of his Council. 

The . tun Lieut. -Commander places himself opposite the White Banner, 
area, he < her sentinels in like manner before the other Banners, and when 
the (fin c ! erhuins that all is in readiness, he knocks It and 1, replied to by 
the Cap . of Outpost* from the inside, who opens the door and demands the 
cause of the alarm. 

CAPT. OF OUTPOSTS.— Who comes ? 

GUARD. — A worthy Prater of the Cross craves 
admission. 

CAPT. OF OUTPOSTS. — To what order does he 
belong ? 

GUARD. — To that of the Templars. 

CAPT. OF OUTPOSTS. — Has he the necessary 
qualification ? 

GUARD.— He has 

CAPT. OF OUTPOSTS— Wait, whilst I report his 
arrival to the Eminent Prior and his Council. 

He closes the door awl hucinj made his report, is ordered to admit the 
Templar an l his Conductor. He ayaia goes to the door and openhit) it, says: 

CAPT. OF OUTPOSTS. — I have received orders to 
admit the Templar. Let him give me the sign and 
words. Done . 

The Postulant gives the Me lit a sign and words of ^Mediterranean 
Pass, then eaters with his Conductor, advancing to the White Banner. The 
Sentinel guarding it, 'presents his sword point, and slops them, demanding the 
word. 
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/,lar, takes up the sword, with which he strikes him three blows over the shoulder, 
saying : 

EM. PRIOR. — Let this teach you patience to suiter 
for Christ’s sake. 

He. lays the sword again upon the table, and with the palm of his open 
right hand strikes the Templar on his left cheek, saying : 

EM. PRIOR. — Awake ! be not asleep, but watchful 
in the faith of Jeans Christ , , and be submissive to the 
greatest affront which may come upon you in His cause, 
ever having the peace of the Lord with you. Let this 
blow, the last indignity you will have to undergo, re- 
mind you, that when He was reviled, He reviled not 
again, and that when He was before Caiaphas the High 
Priest, one of those who stood by smote Him with the 
palms of their hands. 

[Note. — Vide. Matthew, Chap. 26, v. 67.] 

The Eminent Trior then takes him by the hand and raises him up, saying: 

EM. PRIOR. — Prater, by the power vested in me as 
a Knight Commander of Malta, from the Sovereign Great 
Triory of Canada, and in the name of St. John the Bap- 
tist, the patron Saint of the Order, we receive and wel- 
come you into our ranks by a new name. Arise, a member 
of the Order of Malta You will now take up your 
sword and wipe the blade carelully, and then return it 
to the scabbard. 

He wipes the blade on the sleeve of his left arm, and returns the sword to 
its scabbard. 

EM. PRIOR. — As you have wiped away ail the spots 
which might dim the lustre of that bright blade, so let 
your future life be pure and undefiled, its brightness is 
an emblem of faith ; fear not to encounter danger and 
perils for Christ’s sake ; protect and maintain the dis- 
tressed, the poor widow' and helpless orphan, for this is 
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reception. Cl 

EM. PRIOR. — By this cord I bind you, in token of 
your reception into our Order, and as I now cast it be- 
hind you, [throwing it over his shoulder ), so will we cast 
you out from amongst us, should you prove false and un- 
faithful to your vows. The Chaplain will read a portion 
ol the Gfospel of St. John, when I will communicate the 
further modes of recognition of this degree. 

Chaplain read* 24 th to 29th verses of the 20th chapter of St. John x 
Gospel. 

EM. PRIOR.— From this passage of Scripture the 
Sign of “ tJn belief” is taken, and is thus made : 

One Brother says : “ Reach hither thy finger and 
feel the print of the nails.” They join hands and force 

the f f- into tne centre of the palm. Then says : 

“ Reach hither thy finger and thrust it into my side.” 

Each extends his 1 — h and presses his fingers into 

die 1 — s — of the other. With arms thus crossed, one 
says : “ My Lord.” The other replies : “ And my Gfod.” 
It teaches that we should possess a power of faith to re- 
ceive Divine Truth even though unaccompanied by 
physical evidence, and thus entitles us to that commen- 
dation of the Divine Teacher, “Blessed are they that 
have not seen and believe.” 

Che Grand Token or Grip is made by taking each other 

by the 1 — h , interlacing the 1 and m 

the a b and f as if r a b — , 

the swords held upright in the right hands, saying to- 
gether : “ King of Kings and Lord of Lords ” 

The pass words of the Order have been already ex- 
plained at the five Banners. These words are used in 
commemoration of the birth, life, death, resurrection and 
ascension of our Saviour. 
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EXPLANATORY AND IIISTOHHAL LUCTI RE OV TH I<1 
I)E(>KVr. 


This may be, r>>ul from the Dais by the Eminent Prior, or by some 
1 , iter deputed for ti at pm'pose. If committed to memory the Eminent Prior 
or the Prater deliveriny it may accompany the Postulant to each Banner and 
the Tables, explainin'! their siynificance in connection with the history and tra- 
ditions of the Order. 

LECTURE. 

Worthy Fiat res, it is now my privilege to direct your attention to a 
brief resume of this Ancient Chivaliic Order and its bearing on the present 
ceremonies. I he Order was originally founded in Jerusalem during the first 
Crusade in the year of our Lord 1099 by the association of many pious Knights 
with the 1’rothers of St, John's Hospital, an establishment previously founded 
about 1 048 for the relief of Pilgrims proceeding to worship at the Holy 
Sepu* lie. 

The name “ Palestine, ” and the date on the banner of “11 ,” 

commemorates the country of our Lord’s nativity, and has reference to the 
extinct epoch of our Order, and also to the place where the Order was founded. 
After a perilous existence in the Holy Land, and in consequence of being de- 
prived, by the wars raging in Europe, of this looked for assistance, the Order 
was compelled to evacuate Palestine, and in the year 1287, they established 
themselves in the Island of “Cypjius.” The name and date on the Banner 
%r “L — ” is in memory of this refuge of the Knights of St. John. In 1310, 
the Island of “Rhodes” became the property of the Forces of the Order, 
which had a few years bcfoie (in 1307) been strengthened in numbers, and en- 
riched hv the properties of the Templars, who were at that time suppressed 
by the cruelty and avarice of Pope Clement 5th, and Philip Le Bel, Xing of 
Fiance. The remains of the fortifications erected a! Rhodes by the Knights; 

will hear testimony to their engineering abilities. The Banner of “D ” 

l;as reference to this period of our history. 

In 1522, the Island of Rhodes was besieged by the 'lurks, under the 
Emperor Solyman II., and efter a memorable defence fell Into the hands of 
the Infidels. The garrison, however, were permitted to depart with all the 
honors of war. * 

The letters F. E. R. T. are the initials of the words “ Fonitudo Ejus 
Rhodium Tenant,” and were added to the Banner of the Order of St. John by 
the Grand Master, after the siege, to commemorate the assistance alForded 
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LECTURE. 00 

of the Order, by the two handed sword which was used by the Ancient 
Knights. The Spear leminds us of the weapon which pierced the side of our 
Lord, and the Hand and Viper to the history of St. Paul, in connection with 
the Island of Malta. 

After the conquest of the Island of Malta by Napoleon in 1798, the 
Order; was virtually dissolved and dispersed into independent branches over 
Europe. Tlio English langue- was revived as a Protestant body about tiO 
years ago, and bolds its meetings at St. John’s Cate House, Clerkenwell, Lon- 
don. devoted to the original purposes of the Ovder, viz. : relief to the siek and 
wounded. 

The degree now conferred upon you is in no way connected with these 
branches of the old Political Order. It only preserves the principles of the 
Ancient Older and the knowledge of the union that took place between the 
persecuted Templars at tlicir dissolution in the 14tli century, and the Knights 
of St. John, which continued in Scotland as a combined body until the Re- 
ligious Houses were dispersed at the Reformation. 

We thus represent the Ancient Order of St. John, in its connection 
with the history of the Templars, as a peaceful Christian society, into which 
we now welcome yon as a Brother. 

The age and the occasion which give rise to the warlike and adventur- 
ous spirit of the Order has long passed away, but its moral and beneficient 
character still remain— bright in all it3 primitive beauty as in the days of its 
greatest glory— and stimulates us to exertion in behalf of the destitute and 
oppressed ; to wield the sword, if called upon, when pure and undeliled re- 
ligion demands its defence. 

The practical lesson to he drawn by us from the study and contemplation 
of the birth, life, death, resurrection and ascension of our blessed Saviour 
will be more particularly brought to your notice during the ceremony of 
closing the Priory, to which your attention will he presently directed. 

END OF LECTURE. 

Be seated, Fratres. 
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CLOSING. 

mercy, has risen to conduct our feet in the paths of truth 
and peace. 

EM. PRIOR. — Then my Fratres, by the Birth, Life, 
Death, and Resurrection of our Blessed Lord and Saviour, 
we are taught to live and die as Christians, and it is my 
province now to close the Priory, previously declaring 
that by the glorious xiscension, He is gone before to open 
the door of the Celestial Conclave, for lie hath said : “ In 
my Father’s house are many mansions, but I go to pre- 
pare the way, and open the gates of Paradise, that where 
I am, my servants may be also.” 

EM. PRIOR. — To order, Fratres ! The Officers will 
salute the volume of the Sacred Law. 

The Chaplain then advances with the Bible to the cut re of the Chapel, be- 
tween the two tables, and presents it to the officers, who advance towards hint, 
placing the points of their swords on the Book, and kneeli/aj on their ltMHT 
knees, salute, it, thus protected. 
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CHAPLAIN • 

If there are Officers at the table in the West, the following ceremony 
is observed: 

The Chaplain presents with his right hand the Old Testament, on which 
the officers of the East table lay the points of their swords and thus mini it, 
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The officer* then rise and velum to their »ta/tion«, the vernal nma brethren 
renaming the povhon of Handing to order wkUst the K mi trod Prior Hone, n the 
trior;/. 

bj.M. PRIOR — By virtue of the power vested in 
me, I _de» bire this Priory of Malta duly closed, to remain 
closed until some duly appointed Frater opens it again 
for the performance of such business as may be brought 
before it. ° 


Loch oj the Furs officer* at the table given two knock * and the Gapt, of 
<»Upo*tH two, the hi ament Prior three, (2 and 11— thirteen in all. //there 
are eight office at the table M the West only one knock in girrn by each. 

C APT. OF OUTPOSTS. — Fratres, salute our Eminent 
1 h'lor. ( Pit is is done and the Priori/ dosed.) 



END OF CLOSING CEREMONY. 
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The American Masonic Degree of the Red 

Cross. 


INTItODUCTION. 

It has been considered advisable to copy from the 
authorized rituals ot the Grand Encampment of the U 
?>., and insert with our Templar ritual, the Degree known 
as i lie Red ( ross, which is peculiar to the American 
Masonic system, and is not practised outside of the juris- 
diction of the Grand Encampment of the United States, 
v\ here it is conferred as the preliminary degree and pass 
to their Masonic Knights Templar. 

This degree lorms no part whatever of our Templar 
system a ad never could have had any connection with 
the Religious and Military Orders of the Temple and 
Hospital we represent, the incidents recorded in the de- 
giee ha\ ing* taken place centuries before the Christian era. 

* s th ere fore entirely optional with the members of 
<>! Canadian Preceptories to receive the degree, whieh is 
permitted to be conferred, or the essentials communi- 
cated in our Preceptories in the same way as any other 
Masonic side degrees unconnected with the United 
Orders, for the information of the members to enable 
them to gain admittance when visiting United States 
Commanderies, without which they would find difficulty 
in accomplishing. 

The original from which the American Red Cross 
was fabricated is the “ Babylonish pass or Knight of the 
Sword and East,” introduced into Great Britain and 
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Ireland at the end of the last century, conferred as a 
Masonic degree, after the Royal Arch and before the 
Masonic Templar, but which of late years has been but 
little practised as a separate degree, being now embodied 
in the A. ijf. A. S. Rite 88 ° as the 15, 16 and 17 ° of that 
Rite, having also allusion to the first step of the Royal 
Order of Scotland. 

The Red Cross of the United States has been con- 
structed into an elaborate dramatic Military Masonic de- 
gree to conform to the United States system adopted and 
practised there, and is but one of the numerous super- 
lluous and fictitious degrees imposed upon True Masonry 
during the last century, which was at that time, and is 
now, strongly opposed by the Grand Lodge of England 
as glaring impositions manufactured by ritual compilers 
who have introduced all sorts of parasitical degrees upon 
pure Masonry. 

The principal attraction to this Red Gross degree by 
its admirers, lies in the dramatic georgeous Eastern cos- 
tume, scenery and banquet, and the great merit claimed 
consists of the aphorism adopted as the motto of the de- 
gree : “ Magna est veritas et prevalibit,” “ Great is truth 
and it will prevail.” 

The legend of the degree is founded on certain pas- 
sages of the sacred book of Ezra and the Apocryphal 
book of Esdras, recording the building of the second 
Temple more than five centuries before Christ, and com- 
municates the mission of Zerubbabel, a prince of Judah, 
to the Court of Cyrus, King of Persia, and his successor 
Darius, to obtain permission to rebuild the Temple, and 
city of Jerusalem, and the restoration of the Holy vessels 
remaining at Babylon after the captivity. 
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In conferring the degree the Presiding officer first 
represents Cyrus, the King, and afterwards Darius, also 
Sanhedrim of the Jews on the return of Zerubbabel to 
Jerusalem. 

My great objection to this American degree lies in 
the O.B., looking upon it as unnecessarily stringent, if 
not impious, and I therefore never conferred or have 
taken the O.B. In Ireland and Scotland the O.B. is 
simply the usual one of secresy, quite sufficient where 
there is nothing to conceal. 

Fra. $ W. J. B. MacLeod Moore, 

Supreme Grand Master, Canada. 
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Degree of the Red Cross. 


OPENING. 


The Sovereign Master, being robed and in waiting in the ante-room, t/u- 
Knights assembled in the first apm’tment, or Throne-room, with the Chancellor, 
Master of Palace, and other Subordinate officers at, their Stations. The Master 
of Palace rises and draws his sword. / 

MASTER OF PALACE. — Sir Knight Master of 
Cavalry, when a Council of Knights of the Red Cross is 
about to be opened, what is your duty ? 

MASTER OF CAVALRY.: — To see that the Sentinel 
is at his post, and the Council Chamber duly guarded. 

M. of P. — Attend to that duty and inform the Sen- 
tinel that a Council of Knights of the Red Cross is about 
to be opened, and direct him to guard accordingly. 

At. of C. — Sir Knight AV arder, you will see that the 
Sentinel is at his post, and inform him that a Council of 
Knights of the Red Cross is about to be opened, and 
direct him to guard accordingly. 

The Warder informs the Sentinel, closes the door, and knock's upon it 
d-d-J — S, which is answered, by the Sentinel by the same number from without. 

\\ ARDER, — Sir Knight Master of Cavalry, the 
Sentinel is at his post, and the Council Chamber is duly 
guarded. 

M. of C. — Sir Knight Master of Palace, the Sentinel 
is at his post, and the Council Chamber is duly guarded. 

M. of P. — Sir Knight Master of Cavalry, satisfy 
yourself that all present are Knights of the Red Cross. 

M. of C . — {Having examined) — Sir Knight Master of 
Palace, all present are Knights of the Red Cross. 
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Having communicated — 

S. M. — Recover swords ; return swords ; posts march. 

All standing at their stations, the Sovereign Master may proclaim the 
Council open in the form given on page SI, or he may cause the officers to re- 
hearse their duties as follows : 

REHEARSAL OF DUTIES. 

S: M. — Sir Knight Chancellor, are you a Knight otk" 
the Red Cross? 

C. — That is my profession. 

S. M. — By what will you be tried ? 

C. — By the test of ^ruth. 

S. M. — Why by the test of Truth ? 

C. — Because none but good men and true are entitled 
to the honors of this Order. 

S. M. — Where did you receive the honors of this 
Order? 

C. — In a legal Council of Knights of the Red Cross. 

S. M. — What number constitutes such a Council ? 

C, — There is an indispensable number, and a consti- 
tutional number. 

S. M. — M hat is the indispensable number ? 

C— Three. 

S M.— -Under what circumstances may three form 
and open a Council of Knights of the Red Cross ? 

— three Knights of the Red Cross, being also 
Knights Templar, hailing from three different Com man - 
oeries may, under the sanction, of a warrant or charter. 

*n and open a ( otracii ior the dispatch of business. 

S. M. — W hat is the Constitutional number ? 
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b. M. The Master of Dispatches’ station ! 

S'. I *. ( in the left, and in trout of the Master of 

Palace. 

S. M. Sir Knight Master ol Dispatches, your duty i 

M. of D. Faithfully to record the transactions of 
:he Council, collect the revenue and pay it over to the 
Master of Finances. 

S. M. — The Master of Finance’s station ? 

M. of D. On the right, and in trout of the Chan- 
cellor. 

k- M. Sir Knight Master of Finance, your duty } 

M. OF h. To receive in charge all the funds and 
property of the Council, pay all orders on the Treasury 
and rendei a true account ol the same when required. 

S. M. — 1 he Master ol Infantry’s station ? 

M. of F. On the right of the second division when 
separately termed, and on the left of the whole when 
tormed in line. 

M. Sir Knight Master of Infantry, your duty ! 

M. of l —To command the second division, or line 
ol mi antsy, teach them their duty and exercise, prepare 
,i didates, accompany them on their journey, answer all 
juestions or ihem, and finally introduce them into the 
ouncil Chamber. 

S. M. — The Master of Cavalry’s station. 

? F ri g‘bt of the first division when 

separately formed, and on the right of the whole when 
rormeci in line., 

S. M. — Sir Knight Master of Cavalry, your duty ? 




. 


80 


-J cu 



OV \ , 

OPENING. 

]\p oe ( ' 

cavalry, teach Jir f & vision or li„„ ol - 
tho av eil „e S for the recent “ d , ««*»•*. and form 
^cneieign Master. ^ ailc ^ departure of the 

®' Most Excellent H,„y T > • 

M. OF 0.— On the riai t .■ „ ' 1 1 nes, ’ s Nation ? 

^ M. The Master of the Palm 5 
H - r.-On the left ol the S * tat,0n ? 

;*-* K.u sht It !ftZ‘f“T 

M. OF P. — To sp f v , 1 dJact > your duty ? 

preparation for the meetfncVn?^^® 0 * 8 ™ a ke due 
Council Chamber is in suit \i Council ; that tha 

candidates and the dCatch^T'^ f ? r the reception of 
orders’ issued by the SoS u * USluess ’' receive al 
them through the officers of g "he ftnes’ “ d comM ““i<»te 

M ()i ne ( h '^<'llor-,s station ? 

s. M.— Sir Knitrht Oh „ h Sw erei ^ u Master. 

( ' ay . gW ( hancellor, your duty ? 

*‘<«1 pctition s e , Ce t V o e a a s n sfst C X m s MiCate a11 ordo ^ signal* 

various duties of his ® 0 F_ 61 «gn Master j,f the 

over the Council ° 8<e ’ Un<1 111 his absence prlsffie 

c~iTth he ^ orereisn Mastef '* Nation * 

& M. — mt °J #t the of the Council. 

— — SZSZy ; 



/ 


OPENING. 


81 


ision or line of 
'♦ and form 
arture of the 

*’s station ? 
ilor. 

h Priest ? 

Council, 

111 d oblations 


ir duty ? 

s make due 
d ; that the 
reception of 
receive all 
>mmunicate 


Master. 


}1 ’s, signals 
ter in the 
ee preside 


C. — To preside over and govern the Council, to con- 
fer this Order of Knighthood on those whom the Council 
shall approve ; to preserve inviolate the Laws and Con- 
stitution of the Order; dispense Justice, reward merit, 
encourage Truth, and inculcate the sublime principles of 
uni versal benevolence. 

S.M.* — Sir Knight Chancellor, it is my order that a 
Council of Knights of the Red Cross be now opened and 
stand open for the dispatch of such business as may regu- 
larly come before it. This order you will communicate 
to the Sir Knight Master of the Palace, and he to the Sir 
Knights. 

C. — Sir Knight Master of the Palace, it is the order 
of the Sovereign Master that a Council of Knights of 
the Red Cross be now opened lor the dispatch of such 
business as may regularly come before it. This order 
you will communicate to the Sir Knights. 

M. of P- — Sir Knights, it is the order of the Sovereign 
Master that a Council of Knights of the Red Cross be 
now opened for the dispatch of such business as may 
regularly come before it. 

The tthjh. Priest recites pray :r t or this may he omitted. 

S. M. — Sir Knights, I now declare this Council of 
Knights of the Red Cross opened in due form. Sir 
Warder, inform the Sentinel ; Sir Knights, be seated. 


* Thu Sovereign .Master inay omit this, amt simply declare the Council 
open, in the form given. 
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ROYAL ARCH COUNCIL CHAMBER. 

The Hi'jh Priest presh/inj. The Master of Infantry, hnrbaj candid** t<- 
in charge, clothed as a /to </ul A rch Mason, makes the alarm of * *-.***-** = ,s. 
at the entrance. 

W.^Most client High Priest, there is an alarm 

H. P. — Attend to the alarm. 

The Warder (joes to the entrance, and responds to the alarm, opens, joes 
md, and aldrmsing the Master of Infantry, says: 

W — W ho comes here ? 

M. of L — Companion A.B. , who has been duly initi- 
ated an Entered Apprentice, passed to the degree of Fel- 
low Craft, raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason, 
advanced to the degree of Mark Master, regularly passed 
the chair, has been received and acknowledged a Most 
Excellent Master, and exalted to the sublime degree of 
Royal Arch Mason, now solicits the further honor of 
being constituted and created a Knight of the Illustrious 
Order of the Red Cross. 

W. — Is this of your own free will and accord ? 

CANDIDATE.— It is. 

W, [to Master of Infantry] — Is he worthy and well 
qualified ? 

xM. of I. — He is. 

\V. — Has he made suitable proficiency in the pre- 
ceding degrees, and is he properly vouched for. 

M. of I. — He has, and I vouch for him. 

yr. — By w T hat further right or benefit does he expect 
to gain admission ? 

M OF I. — By the benefit of a pass, 

W. — Has he that pass ? 
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the reigns of Artaxerxes and Ahakuisrus, and to devise 
.some means whereby they might gain the favor of the 
new Sovereign, and obtain his consent to rebuild their 
City and Temple. If you are desirous of participating 
in the deliberations of this Council, it will he necessan 
lor you to assume the name and Character of Zeritbbabkl. 
a Prince of the house of Judah, whose hands laid the 
foundation of the second Temple, and whose hands the 
I</PRD promised should complete it. I)o you consent V 

O—I do. 

H. P. — loa will then attend to the reading of a 
lesson from the records of our fathers. 

SCRIPTURAL ACCOUNT. 

Now in the second year of their coining unto the house of God at Jeni- 

111 tho second month, began Zernbbabol the son of Shealliel, and Joshua 
the son of Jozadak, mid the remnant of their brethren tin priests and Lcvites. 
and all they that were come out ol the captivity unto Jerusalem ; and appoint- 
ed the Lcvites, IVom twenty years old and upwaid, to set forward the work of 
the house of the Lord. Then stood Joshua with his sons and his brethren, 
Kadmiel and his sons the sons of Judah, together, to set forward the workmen 
in the house of God : the sons of Ilenadad, with their sons and their brethren 
the Lcvites. And when the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the 
Lord, they set the priests in their apparel with trumpets, end the Lcvites the 
sons of Asaph with cymbals, to praise the Lord, after the ordinance of David 
king ol Israel. And they sang together by course m praising ami giving 
thanks unto the Lord ; because he is good, for bis mercy endureth forever to- 
wards Israel. And all the people shouted with a great shout, when they 
praised the Lord, because tho foundation of the house of the Lord was laid 
[Ezra 3 : 8-11.] 

Now when the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard that the child- 
ren of tho captivity budded the temple unto the Lord God of Israel ; then 
tney came to Zerubbabel, and to the chief of the fathers, and said unto them. 
Let ns build with you : for wo seek your God, as ye do; and we do sacrifice 
unto him since the days ol Ksarliaddon king of Assur, which brought us up 
“i t°!\, ,5u . t Zerul) babel, and Joshua, and the rest of the chiefs of the fathers 
°i Israel, said unto thorn, Ye havo nothing to do with us to build a house unto 
our God ; but vvo ourselves together will build unto the Lord God of Israel, as 
king Cyrus the king of Persia hath commanded us. Then the people of' the 
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Persia, new hopes are inspired of protection and support 
in the noble and glorious work of rebuilding the House 
of the Lord, an undertaking in which we have been so 
long and so often impeded by our adversaries on the 
other side of the river ; for Darius while yet a man in 
private life made a vow to God, that should he ever 
ascend the throne of Persia, he would send all the Holy 
Vessels remaining at Babylon back to Jerusalem. - 

Our excellent and faithful Companion Zerubbabel, 
who was formerly honored with the favorable not ice and 
friendship of the King, now offers his services to under' 
take the hazardous enterprise of traversing the Persian 
Dominions, and seeking an audience with his Majesty. 
He will embrace the first favorable opportunity to re- 
mind him of his vow, and impress upon his mind the 
almighty force and importance of Truth ; and from his 
well known piety and integrity, no doubt can be enter- 
tained of obtaining his consent that our enemies be re- 
moved far hence, and we be no longer impeded in the 
noble and glorious work of rebuilding our City and 
Temple. 

H. P. — Zerubbabel, the Council with great joy ac- 
cepts your noble and generous offer, and will invest you 
with the necessary passports by which you will be en- 
abled to make yourself known to the friends of our cause 
wherever you may meet them. But in an undertaking 
of so much importance, it is necessary that you enter into 
an engagement with us to be faithful to the trust reposed 
in you. Previous to your doing so, however, I will in- 
vest you with this sword with which to defend yourself 
against your enemies. {After presenting sword continues.) 
Sheathe your sword and kneel at the altar upon your 
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at the forming and opening of a Council of Knights of 
the Red Cross, unless there shall be present at least live 
regular Sir Knights of the Order, or the representatives 
of three separate Precept orics, they having a warrant or 
charter empowering them to work. 

I further promise and swear, that I will not assist or 
be present at the conferring of this Order of Knighthood 
upon any person who shall not have regularly received 
the several degrees of Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, 
Master Mason, Mark Master, Past Master. Most Excellent 
Master, and Royal Arch Mason, to the best of my know- 
ledge and belief. 

I further promise and swear, that I will vindicate 
the character of a true and Courteous Sir Knight ol the 
Order when wrongfully traduced, and that I will aid 
him on all lawful occasions. 

To all of this 1 solemnly and sincerely promise and 
swear, with a lirm and steadfast resolution to observe and 
perform the same, without any equivocation, mental reser- 
vation, or secret evasion of mind in me whatever, bind- 
ing myself under no less a penalty than that of having 
my house torn down, the timbers thereof e“t up, and i 
hanged thereon ; and until the last trump . .11 sound, I 

be excluded from the society of all true an. courteous 
Knights of the Order, should I ever knowingly or will- 
fully violate or transgress this my solemn obligation of 
a Knight of the Red Cross ; so help me God and keep 
me steadfast. 

Ii. P. — In testimony of your sincerity, kiss the Holy 
Bible and arise. I now invest you with this green sash, 
as a particular mark of our friendship and esteem ; you 
will wear it as a perpetual memorial to stimulate you to 
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The <:andiduf< cram** the, hcuhje ; trkt n he ter tires at the other sule he is 
challemjstl— 

PERSIAN GUARD. — W ho comes here? 

ZFRUBBAI1FL, — A friend. 

P. (I. — Friend, advance and give the pass. 

Z< rnhhahel fee s the cats, ami attempts to ’jar the Jewish Countersign, 
which the Guard does not uulers/aul. After the candidate, has made two or 
three efforts to com mnuieit/e the /kiss— ^ 

P. Cf. — An enemy; what, ho! Guards, a spy, an 
enemy approaches. 

. Guards rush in, seme Zenddndtd, an l deprive him of his siconl and sash. 

M. ok 1. — Why treat me thus? I am neither an 
enemy nor a spv ; I am a Prince of the House of .ludah, 
and demand an audience with your Sovereign. 

P. Cf. — You, a Prince of the Mouse of Judah! You 
are a captive and a slave, and only as such can you 
appear before our Sovereign Do you consent ? 

M. ok I. — Being fully persuaded that can I by any 
means obtain an audience with the Sovereign I tJtull be 
enabled to accomplish the object of my mission, 1 con- 
sent. 

P. (t. — bind him hand and foot in chains,* and in- 
vest him with the garb of slavery; put sackcloth and 
ashes upon his head, that only as a captive and slave he 
may appear before our Sovereign. 

This heimj done, he is contlueled to the, entrance of the Court of Darius. 
The Guard makes an alarm — ***-***-**=#. + 

* The links of the chain should ho tiiangulaw in shape, as the Persians 
thought this would he more humiliating to the Jews, because of their well- 
known reverence for the symbolism contained in the triangle. 

t Trumpet calls may be used instead of knocks, as is done in some Com- 

lnanderics. 
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W.— Sovereign Master, there is an alarm 
& M.-Sir Knight Warder, attend to the alarm. 

ie Warder open* the door and tjoee out, 

W. — Who comes here ? 

• ?‘~~A detachment ot‘ his Majesty’s Guards hav- 

Hon” of Kh" 0,10 Wh ° SayS hu is ■ Pril *“ «f the 

W. [adtirming the M. of I )— Whence came you ? 

M. OF I.— From Jerusalem. 

W. — Who are you ? 

by bl°alw“l lilSt "TT"' my ,,, l ualii; ,l Mason, free 
by Sri,,!., ^ raBk ' bu ‘ mUV “ a „d slave 

W. — What is your name? 

M. of I. — Zerub babel. 

W. — What is your desire ? 

*ible M ' ° V L ~ A " Budiun,!0 wi ‘h your Sovereign, if p„ s - 

W. -You will wait until our Sovereign is informer! 
of your request, and his answer returned. 0 1 

The, Warder return* to the Court-room and t.tand* in the Went. 

M.— Sir Knight Warder, who causes the alarm ? 
W.— A detachment of your Majesty’s Guards having 
KXr™ ° ne Wh ° SayS he i8 3 ^ rinoe of the House o § f 

S. M. — Whence comes he ? 

W. — From Jerusalem. 

" M. — Who is he ? 
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\y. — He claims to he the first among his equals ; a 
Mason, free by birth, a Prince by rank, but now a captive 
and slave by misfortune. 

S. M. — What is his name? 

W. — Zerubbabel. 

S. M. — What does he desire ? 

W.— An audience with your Majesty, if possible. 

S. M. — Let the necessary precautions be taken that 
he be not armed with any hostile weapon, and let him 
be admitted. 

I Vacdir yoet onttU\ and addremivnj the Perthm Omni, tut/* ' 

W. — Is lie armed ? 

P. (f — He is not. 

W — Then lie has permission to enter. 

On enterim/, the detachment will march, in two linen, in open °trder. 
Zenthbnhrl (the candidate), accompanied by the Matter of Infantry. The 
Persian Guard will halt the eucort when the riyht in near the bant ( the throne ), 
came, the, Hurt to face inward, and to remain during the reception. After a 
/mute, the Sovere.ii/n Matter, looking at Zerubbabel at if in turprite, exclaim t 
( addretting Chancellor and Mattel ]f Palace): 

S. M. — This is no enemy or spy ; this is Zerubbabel, 
the friend and Companion of my youth. 

Zerubbabel, having gained admission into our 
presence, we command you instantly to declare the par- 
ticular motive which induced you, without our permis 
sion, and with force and arms, to pass the coniines ol 
our dominions ? 

M. of I — Sovereign Master, the tears and complaints 
of my Companions at Jerusalem, who have so long and 
so often been impeded by their adversaries on the other 
side of the river, in the noble and glorious undertaking 
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ol' rebuilding tlm House of the Louu in which they were 
permit tod to eug»ge by our late Sorer, .-hyii lord, Cvrttt, 
h « . K, "S- hey hnvttig eaus.d that grwtl work to cease 
•> Jot CO ami power, I have now come up to humbly 
hese.vh your Majesty, that from the height .ml strem-th 

e -' e'i'il' P ?' VW ’ a,,d 'h-;.>'“>hitu<le of your mercies, 
>011 will extend your royal favor to me, ami he pleased 
to restore mu to your former conlulenco, amt e-rant me 
mtvkv among the s#rr«nts of your household/ 

8 M — Zei ubbabi'l, I recoiled with satisfaction <mr 
iorrner intimacy and friendship I have often hoard of 
vmir lame as a w ise and accomplished hWmasoii ; and 
having a profound respect for that aneiwt and honorable 
institution, and a sincere desire to become a member 
theieol, I will at once grant your request, on condition 
mat you reveal to me th*^ secrets ol' Freemasonry. 

M. OF ^--Sovereign Master, when our Most Excel- 
lent Grand Master, Solomon, King of Israel, gov vnm \ <} le 
iratermty ol free and Accepted Masons, he taught that 
l mth was a divine attribute, and the foundation of every 
urtue. Lo be good men and true is tin* first lesson we 
uie taught m Masonry. My engagements are sacred and 
inviolable I can not reveal our secrets; and if lean 
obtain your Majesty’s lavor only at the sacrifice of mv 
mtegrity, 1 humbly beg to decline it, and will cheerfully 
submit to an honorable exile. 

S. M. /erubbabel, your virtue and integrity are 
truly commendable, and your fidelity to your eiiaire- 
ments worthy ol imitation. From this moment’ you are 
iiee. My guards will divest you of those chains and that 
P™°1 sia vefy, and clothe you in suitable habiliments 
to attend a banquet, to which I have invited the Princes 
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and Nobles of my realm ; when the lines are drawn up, 
let us find you in the ranks. 

ZvnMnlA is xi'otal, /V//< fnimj rfiahi in an uJjommti apart- 

■ limit, the Sairrri'tn Marti r will nap — 

s. M —Sir Knight Master of Cavalry, you will cause 
the Princes and Nobles to form in procession, preparatory 
to proceeding to the Banquet-hall. 

Ltme i 

M. ok C. — Sovereign Master, the procession is formed 
and awaits your pleasure. 

S. M — Sir Knight Master of Cavalry, you will 
cause the procession to move to the banquet-hall. 

M. ok C. — Procession, forward ! 

If n rin i rr nr hn l the li nn, net-hall, ami heim{t property nrramjcd at the 
table, aecnrdkit) to rank', «l«\, all stem Unj 

^ ^ y[ —Princes and Nobles, be seated. 

After a mu fir had time has fnen spent at the. hampiitf's/in/ies 

8. M. — Princes and Nobles, it has been a custom from 
time immemorial, among the Sovereigns of. this realm 
on occasions like the present, to propose certain questions 
for consideration, offering princely rewards to those who 
should give tin' most satisfactory answers. In conform- 
ity with this custom I have a question to propose for 
your consideration, with the assurance that In* who gives 
the most satisfactory answer shall not go unrewarded. 
And now. this is my question : \\ liich is the greatest, 
the. strength of wine, ‘that of the king, or that of woman ? 
What say you, Sir Knight Chancellor'? 
i 1 C.— Your Majesty, I think the strength of wine is 

I the greatest. 
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Palaf: ? M — WhBt y°«- Sir Knight Master of the 

of fhoKinsir^St 7, ^ Wy ° Pini0n th ° 

on r frU ‘ nd ftinC6 Zenlbbabel a " 

wit , ^ 0F '• \f m 'teruhbabel. 1— Your Majesty, I have • and 
tV ^i d delerence to the opinions of the Sir Kni’o-hts 

St th™“ of ,S ‘ er ° f ‘ he PolBW - H is -vopfiffi 

1 . rne length of woman is creator tlvm - + i 

sra^* ki "'" *• 

x tS3; v 3, rr* ,d ' , *"" J 1 ' ih " mo " ow " h ”“' 

Vi/ !1 A h 1 be (!0Ilve ned, you wifi bo nreoarcd 
with suitable arguments in support of your several 
assertions. bor the present, I bid you good night 

The Sovereign Master retires, 

S. M.— We will now recur to the question Dronosed 
at the banquet last evening. Sir Knight Chancellor we 
w ill now hear your argument in support of your opinion 
that wine is the strongest. y 1 n 

0.--“0 ye Princes and rulers, how exceedingly 
strong is wine! it causeth all men to err that drink 
it maketh the mind of the king and the beo^ar of the 
bondman and the freeman, of the poor maTfnS of the! 
nch, to be as one ; it turneth also every thought into 
jollity and mirth, so that a man rememberetl^neither 
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sorrow nor debt ,* it changeth and elevateth the spirits, 
and enliveneth the heavy hearts of the miserable. It 
maketh a man to forget his brethren, and draw his 
sword against his best friends. 0 ye princes and rulers 
is not wine the strongest that forces us to do these 
things ?” 

S. M.— Sir Knight Master of the Palace, we will now 
hear your argument in support of your opinion that the. 
King is the strongest. 

M. of P — ‘ It is beyond dispute, O Princes and 
rulers, that Gfod has made man master of all things under 
the sun ; to command them, to make use of them, and 
to apply them to his service as he pleases: but whereas 
men have only dominion over other sublunary creatures, 
kings have an authority even over men themselves, and 
a right of ruling them* by will and pleasure. Now, he 
that is master of those who are masters of all things 
else, hath no earthly thing above him.” 

F?. M. — Prince Zerubbabel, we will now hear your 
argument in support of your opinion that the strength 
of woman is the greatest, and the important addition 
you made to my question, that Truth beareth the 
victory.” 

M. of I. [for Zervhbabel . |— -“0 ye Princes and rulers, 
the strength of wine is not to be denied, neither is that 
of kings, that unites so many men in one common bond 
of allegiance, but the supremacy of women is yet above 
all this ; for kings are but the gifts of women, and they 
are also the mothers of those who cultivate our vineyards. 
Women have the power to make us abandon our very 
country and relations, and many times to forget the best 
friends we have in the world, and forsaking all other 
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comforts, to live and die with them. But when all is 
«aid, neither they nor wine, nor kings, are comparable to 
fhe almighty force of truth. As for all other things, they 

U11 i d I™* 181 ™*’ ^ut truth alone is unchanged 
all( J everlasting ; the benefits we receive from it are 
subject to no variations or vicissitudes of time and for- 

rjL ^i^ ent iy 110 unrighteousness, and she 
is the stiength, wisdom, power and majesty of all ages. 
Blessed be the God of Truth.” & 

claims- tke COnclmi<m °f Zrruhhabel's argument, the Sovereign Master ex- 

S. M.~ Great is Truth, 'and mighty above all things ! 

fnn T iu erU a ba f be i’ haSt th ° U spoken 5 ask what 
thou wilt, and it shall be granted thee, for thou art found 

wisest among thy Companions. 

W wmember thy vow, which thon 

hast vowed, to build Jerusalem in the day when thou 
shouldest come to thy kingdom, and to restore the holy 
vessels which were taken away out of Jerusalem. Thou 
hast also vowed to build up the temple, which was 

Andnow^V Uda t h ^ a ® madedesolat e *>y the Chaldees. 
mnK Ckmg, this is that I desire of thee, that thou 
make O ood the > vow, the performance whereof, with thine 
own mouth, thou hast vowed to the King of heaven.” 

„ M.— Prince Zerubbabol, I will faithfully fulfil my 

» Letters and pass-ports shall be immediately issued 

t y “ U ’,, and , orders *0 my officers throughout the 

realm, that they give you and those who may accompany 
you sate conduct back to Jerusalem, where you shall be 
no longer hindered or impeded in the noble and glorious 

ran b°e f comp& y ° nr 0Uy aHd Te “ ple - Until ' 
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This green sash, of which you were deprived by my 
Guards, I now with pleasure restore to you, and will 
make it the insignia of a new Order, calculated to per- 
petuate the remembrance of those events, which have 
occasioned the renewal of our former intimacy and 
friendship. Its color will remind you that Truth is a 
divine attribute, and like the bay tree, will forever 
llourish in immortal green. 

I will now confer upon you one of the highest honors 
in my power to bestow, by creating you the first Knight 
of a new Order, instituted for the express purpose of in- 
culcating the almighty force and importance of Truth. 
You will kneel. 

By virtue of the high power and authority in me 
vested, I now constitute and create you A. B ., a Knight 
of the Red Cross. 

During the uttering of the foregoing , the Sovereign Master lays his naked 
sioord, first upon the, candidate's left shoulder , next upon his right, and lastly 
upon his head. All the Sir Knights remain standing during the creation of a 
Knight. 

S. M. — Arise, Sir Knight, and with this hand receive 
a hearty welcome into the bosom of a fraternity, ever 
ready to assist and defend you. 

Presenting a naked sword, laying it horizon al in candidate'' s hands — 

S. M. — This sword, of which you were deprived by 
my Guards, I now with pleasure restore to you. In your 
hands as a true and courteous Knight, it is symbolically 
endowed with three most excellent qualities: its hilt 
with Faith, its blade with Hope, and its point with 
Charity ; and teaches us this important lesson, that w T hen 
we draw our swords in a just and virtuous cause, hav- 
ing faith in God, we may reasonably hope for victory, 


1UU WORK. 

r q Se e dl: inff f ° Mtend the l,0int of chari ‘y to a 

Return it to its scabbard, and there let it remain 
unt'l consumed by rust, rather than draw it in the cause 
of injustice or oppression, for truth, justice and rational 
liberty are the grand characteristics of this Order. 

INVESTITURE. 

You have already been instructed in the Jewish 
Countersign ; I will now invest you with the remaining 
attributes of this Order. The Persian Pass, which waf 
demanded of you by my guards upon your entering the 
confines of the Persian Dominions, is given with four 
cuts ot the sword, and under an arch of steel The 
words are * # * the names of two noted Persian 

tothe first 5 the SeC0 " d WOrd iB USUally S iven in response 

The Red Cross Word is given with three cuts of the 

, ;uu ? , pol ™ s of tlle sw °rds presented to 

each^o hers left breast The word is * * # answer 

v- n{ JS? S ra S d I okan and w ord of a Red Cross 
.n w 1 ' i he Sl S n if * *, the Token is * * * 
the Word is =* * *, g i V e n with four cuts of the 
sword, and under an arch of steel. The motto of the 

Urder is, Magna esl veritas et prevalent”— Gt reat is truth 
ana it will prevail. 

[banner of the order, 

v Al «,?”] mmo * th * Order , “Magna est veritas ' mvjtl 
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You are now fully invested with all the attributes 
of the Order of Knight of the Red Cross. You will be 
seated among the Knights here assembled. 

'■ ' \ 



Degree of the Red Cross. 


CLOSING. 

C ^Z s a ° 0m<M « f »« ** Cross is 

S. M. Sir Knight Master of the Palace it i« 
order that this Council of Knights of the Red Cross be 

what t‘ you^dfty ?° f ** °™" ** ^ ^ be^ed? 

it. of C. — To warn the Sentinel. 

■ K f °* P ' 4 tte ? d to that duty and warn the Sentinel 
hat the Sovereign Master is about to close this Council 

l^dSy° f "" Red ° r0S8 ' “* htate°SSS 

The Warder warns the Sentinel, and reports— 

been waTned Knigh ‘ ° f CaVa1 ^ the Sentinel has 
has been* warned. r Kmght MaSterof PaWe - the ^tinel 

Oounct^P^M Mmter ™ V mak * ^motion avA close the 

M. of P.-Sir Knight Master of Cavalry, you will 
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f The Master of Cafvalry forms the lines informally, or acctmltug to the 

rules — the same as at the opening. 

M. of C. — Sovereign Master, the lines are formed for 
rehearsal, and await your pleasure. 

S. M. — Prepare for rehearsal ; officers, posts, march ! 

The communicatmg of the mortis, and the rehearsal of the duties of' the. 
officers, and the giving of the signs as m opening, follow, after which the closing 
proclamation is made, as follows . 
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(proclamation.) 
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o guard 



S. M. — I now declare this Council of Knights of the 
lied Cross duly closed. Sir Knight Warder, inform the 
Sentinel ; Sir Knights, you are dismissed. 

Alt or any part of the closing ceremonies may be dispensed vkth at the 
option of the Sovereign Master, and he may close the Council by the, simple pro- 
clamation, as above . 
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THE END. 
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